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Drear Dirs. Johnson and Raleigh:

The Defense Appropriations Committee Conference Report contained the
tollowing language on the construction of 8 new oceanogrea shic research ship:

“The Committee strangly agrees with the Senate Ar ned Services statemnents
regarding the inability of the current Mavy feet 1o o set oceanographic survey
requirements. Furthermore, the Committee underst nids that thers are many
research efforts which could benefit from the availat tlity of a small water plane
area twin hull [SWATH] cceanographic research ve isel. Therefore, the
Committee has provided an increase of $45,000,000 to construct 3 small water
plane, rwin hull [SWATH] oceanographic ressarch 1 essel

This will be ome of the first SWATH vessels availabl : to the research COMmunicy.
The Committee hes endorsed this initiative to addre: s the need 1o repiace the
retiring Moana Wave oceanographic research vessal

The Committee understands that a new SWATH cor cept developed by the Office
of Maval Research may be tested in the near furure. This design may produce a
SWATH hull which is much faster than the TAGOS =lass. The Committes urges
the Navy to fully evaluate this concept i defining th | new SWATH CCRANOETAPMIC
ship design.”

The language directs the Navy to evaluate a SWATE design to replace the
MOANA WAVE in the research fleet  The Janguage also m sntions the backlog of military



surveys and the possibibity that such a vessel could sddre 15 the becklog. In discussions
with the Oceanographer’s staff, this design will be appro wched as an oceanographic
research vessel, not an oceanographic survey vessel. Hc aever, the capability to do
surveys will be maintained as in the AGOR. class designd  The Office of Maval Research
(ONR}) will be the mission sponsor for this vessel, and th: Oceanographer of the Navy
(MOSE} will be the rasource sponsor.

The process is envisionsd to be as foilows: OMR will develop the requiremenis for
a Class [LTIT general purpose research vessel, with input from Univessity-Natianal
Oceanographic Laboratory System (UMOLS) and the U iversity of Hawaii, Wa request
that UNOLS and the University of Hawaii convene 2 gro up to develop mission
requirements for such a vessel, and forward the requirer snts to ONR by 27 Tanuary 1997
ONR will then assess the requirements and forward them to the Naval Sea Systems
Command (NAVSEA} via 0SS, ONR will request that MAVSEA conduct feasibility
studies based on the requirements, and perform trade-off 1 if the initial cost of the design
exceeds the funds appropriated. It is expected that 3 mo whull option will be considered
during these studies. In addition, the language aiso direc s the Navy to evaluate SLICE,
an ONE. SWATH concept, as one of the options for this sessel. This will be done
concurrently by ONR and NAVSEA. SLICE will undery 0 sea-trials next January, after
which fuil-scale data wiil be available for annlysis.

Onge the ininal studies are completed, and NAVE EA begins work on the Request-
for-Proposal for the construction of this vessel, ONR. wil begin operator selection.
However, ONR. will not make an operator decision uatil road requirements for this vessed
are developed and evaluated within an overall MR flest soratagy.

My point of comtact on this issue is Sujaca Millick | and she can be reached at
THI-G56-45350.
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