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R/V Roger Revelle
Built: 1996 Crew: 22 Endurance: 60 days
Length: 273 feet Scientists: 37 Owner: US Navy



R/V Melville
Built: 1969 Refit: 1992
Length: 279 feet
Beam: 46 feet
Speed: 0 to 17 knots
Crew: 23 Scientists: 38

Melville in Kao Hsiung, Taiwan 2009



R/V New Horizon
Built: 1978 Crew: 12 Endurance: 40 days
Refit: 1996 Scientists: 19 Owner: Univ California
Length: 170 feet



R/V Robert Gordon Sproul
Built: 1981 Length: 125 feet
Crew: 5 Scientists: 12
Endurance: 14 days Owner: UC



SIO Expeditions, 1952-2000

Over 6 million nautical miles



Funded days on US academic research ships
CY2005-CY2009

global/oceanall classes
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R/V Melville
Magellan Expedition 2005-2008
2-1/2 years away from San Diego
17 Different ports of call
49 Different research surveys
100,000 nautical miles

Anatomy of 
an Expedition



Scripps Nimitz Marine 
Facility

• University of California, San Diego
• Home port for Scripps since 1965
• Four research vessels, one platform
• Named for Admiral Chester Nimitz, who 
was a UC regent from 1948 until 1956 
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