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Community Updates
University of Washington Scientist and the
Office of Naval Research's R/V Atlantis
Featured in Recent News

University of Washington oceanographer Dr. Deborah Kelley
and the Office of Naval Research's R/V Atlantis were recently
highlighted in a news feature offering an in-depth look at the
Ocean Observatories Initiative’s (OOI) Regional Cabled
Array.

During the summer field season, the Office of Naval
Research's R/V Atlantis operated off the coast of Oregon to
monitor the Axial Seamount—an active underwater volcano—
and to replace critical sensors and instruments that are part
of the Regional Cabled Array. These systems deliver real-
time data on volcanic activity, helping scientists assess
potential signs of an imminent eruption.

Featured Photo

R/V Langseth off the coast of the
Galapagos.                        

Upcoming Events

UNOLS 2025 RVTEC Meeting
3-7 November 2025
Scripps Institute of Oceanography,
La Jolla, CA

UNOLS 2025 Fall Council Meeting
and Annual Meeting
12-13 November 2025
National Science Foundation,
Alexandria, VA

UNOLS 2025 Annual MSROC
Meeting
13-14 December 2025
Loyola University, New Orleans, LA

UNOLS 2026 Safety Committee
Meeting
5 May 2026
Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution, Woods Hole, MA

UNOLS 2026 RVOC Meeting
6-7 May 2026
Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution, Woods Hole, MA

Did you know... 

Did you know the USGS
Advisory Committee on
Undersea Features has
provisionally approved naming
a feature in the Gulf of Alaska

Bridget Harrell-Donze <bridget@unols.org>
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In the report, Dr. Kelley provides a guided tour of the vessel,
showcasing its advanced scientific instruments and the
sophisticated control room used to operate its remotely
operated vehicle (ROV).
👉  [Watch the full video here.]
👉  [Learn more about the OOI Regional Cabled Array here.]

Passing of Bob Knox
Robert Knox, a former associate director of Scripps
Oceanography and a visionary who helped steer the course of
seagoing science in the United States, died Oct. 19 at his
home in Del Mar, Calif. He was 82.

Bob received his doctorate in oceanography from Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution in 1971. Two years later, he joined
Scripps as a research oceanographer studying equatorial
circulation and dynamics and the use of acoustic remote
sensing to measure currents.

The longtime associate director for ship operations and
marine technical support at Scripps, Bob served as the chair
of the University-National Oceanographic Laboratory System
from 1998 to 2000 after having served as a member since
the 1980s. He was a persuasive advocate for oceanographic
research vessels and the infrastructure necessary to conduct
world-class ocean research. He was heavily involved in the
design and construction of today's Global Class research
vessels, including the Office of Naval Research's R/V Roger
Revelle.

A respected administrator, Bob held several roles in Scripps
leadership, including a stint as deputy director of research in
2008 and a role as acting director in 2009.

Bob was predeceased in 2023 by Dorothy "Muffie" Knox, his
wife of 57 years. He is survived by his daughter Leila, son
Jamie, grandchildren Calvin, Linnea, Phoebe and Felix, and
extended family. Memorial services are pending in early 2026.

“Sikuliaq Hill” in honor of the
collective captains and crews
of the R/V Sikuliaq.  Kudos to
the R/V Sikuliaq team!

https://www.kptv.com/video/2025/08/26/this-research-vessel-studies-an-underwater-volcano-off-oregons-coast/
https://oceanobservatories.org/regional-cabled-array/


Photo Credit:  Scripps Institution of Oceanography

MATE's 25th Anniversary

Happy 25th Anniversary!

UNOLS is proud to announce that the UNOLS-MATE Marine
Technical Internship Program has been coordinating
internships with the Academic Research Fleet (ARF) and its
supporting facilities for a quarter of a century. Since its
inception, the program has placed more than 380 interns in
at-sea and shore-based marine technical internship positions.

https://www.unols.org/unols-mate-marine-technical-internship-program
https://www.unols.org/unols-mate-marine-technical-internship-program


These experiences have exposed participants to a wide
range of cutting-edge marine technologies, oceanographic
instruments, shipboard equipment, and field professionals.
Interns post weekly updates about their unique experiences
on the MATE Blog.

Overall, the program has been very successful in helping
interns define their career goals and develop the
technical, trouble-shooting, critical thinking, and interpersonal
skills required to succeed in the marine workforce. After
completing their internships, many participants have been
offered positions as marine technicians, engineers, and pilots,
working on ARF vessels, as well as with other marine
industries, ocean science and engineering organizations
throughout the country. The program tracks former interns
about their career goals, employment and how their
internships contributed to their career development. Table 1
shows results from 138 survey respondents after completing
their internships:

While the program primarily owes its success to the immense
support from the National Science Foundation and the
collaboration between the former MATE Center (where it
originated) and the UNOLS Office (managing the program
since 2023), many others listed below have contributed to
making this a participant-centered program that empowers
the next generation of ocean technicians and engineers.

The program has developed relationships with faculty and
advisors from colleges and universities throughout the
country who play an important role in recruiting efforts. Many
of these representatives run marine technical and
engineering programs at their educational institutions. They
attend RVTEC meetings and meet with the internship
program manager to learn about the Fleet, the types of
internships, and to understand the program application
procedures and qualifications of top candidates. They share
program information with their students, write letters of
recommendation, encourage them to apply, and offer support
throughout the process. Many design course projects to help
their students develop competitive skills and prepare them for
a potential placement in the internship program.

https://mateblog.unols.org/blog/
https://www.marinetech.org/


One of the most important components of this program is the
ongoing collaboration with the Marine Technical Managers,
Engineers, Scientists, and their teams, who host interns on
board research vessels at-sea, in the shipyard, and at shore-
based laboratories. These hard-working professionals
dedicate time reviewing applications, interviewing applicants,
selecting the top candidates, and participating in pre-
internship meetings to help interns prepare for their journeys.
During the internships, they provide ongoing support,
supervision and training, while at the same time meeting their
own demanding shipboard responsibilities. As mentors, they
serve as professional role models who go above and beyond
to offer interns a positive learning experience and the
networking opportunities that will jump-start a rewarding
career in the marine technical workforce.

One of the highlights of the program is the dedication and
growing involvement by former interns as mentors and
professional career advisors. Many former interns, most
working as Marine Technical professionals, contribute by
promoting the program at various professional events,
sharing their experiences on social media, assisting with
recruiting new applicants and the intern selection process,
helping new interns prepare for their journeys before the
internships start and mentoring them during the internships,
offering professional career advice after the internships, and
helping develop mentor training resources.

UNOLS is looking forward to creating new opportunities for
interns and growing this incredible professional network.
Applications for the 2026 program are being accepted
(pending funding approval). The application form and
instructions are available on the Website. To receive new
announcements Sign Up.

https://www.unols.org/unols-mate-marine-technical-internship-program
http://emailmeform.com/builder/form/3GFPH79774CXfbblrecL5f0iA


Photo: UNOLS-MATE Alumni at the 2024 RVTEC Meeting

Map Once, Use Many Times - NOAA launches a
new U.S. Mapping Coordination Site
With the goal of “Map Once, Use Many Times,” the
University-National Oceanographic Laboratory System
(UNOLS) is increasing collaboration with the National Ocean
Mapping, Exploration, and Characterization (NOMEC)
Council to enrich functionality and increase interoperability
between existing data products produced by U.S. Academic
Research Fleet (ARF) and NOAA’s Integrated Ocean and
Coastal Mapping Program (IOCM). This collaboration will
enhance awareness of scheduled activities, help to fill empty
spaces in ship schedules (i.e., white space), and provide
areas for opportunistic sonar collection in data-poor areas
during transit, or as manageable additions to existing
collection efforts. 

To assist with survey coordination, IOCM migrated the U.S.
Mapping Coordination site from a third party to an in house-
tool at the beginning of 2025. This site hosts footprints of
prioritized, planned, and recently completed ocean and
coastal data collection areas, as well as reference layers
showing data that is available in public repositories. With the
move, additional utility has also been built into the site,
including increased ease of data access, data filtering, and
the ability for site users to add their own reference layers to
the map viewer. As partnerships continue to grow and
strengthen between IOCM, the ARF, and other external
stakeholders, IOCM is looking to further expand site
infrastructure to better support ocean and coastal mapping
coordination and collaboration efforts in service of the
National Strategy for Mapping, Exploring, and Characterizing
the United States Exclusive Economic Zone (NOMEC). 

https://www.noaa.gov/ocean-science-and-technology-subcommittee/national-ocean-mapping-exploration-and-characterization-nomec-council
https://www.noaa.gov/ocean-science-and-technology-subcommittee/national-ocean-mapping-exploration-and-characterization-nomec-council
https://www.noaa.gov/ocean-science-and-technology-subcommittee/national-ocean-mapping-exploration-and-characterization-nomec-council
https://iocm.noaa.gov/maps/USMappingCoordination/
https://iocm.noaa.gov/maps/USMappingCoordination/
https://www.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/NOMECStrategy.pdf
https://www.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/NOMECStrategy.pdf


The ARF is uniquely positioned to bolster data collection
efforts because of their geographically dispersed projects and
vessels equipped with world-class scientific instruments.
IOCM has begun working with UNOLS to build out a reporting
function on the site that will integrate existing IOCM products
(i.e., the U.S. Bathymetric Gap Analysis, Spatial Priorities
Studies, and the Existing Plans and Priorities Layer of the
U.S. Mapping Coordination site) into a reporting function that
can assist project planners and principal investigators in
finding data-poor areas in existing planned transits or nearby
areas. The reporting feature will also assist in connecting
potential project or funding collaborators with existing
scheduled ARF projects, and provide information on ships
with white space in proximity to data-poor areas. 

As a first step, the U.S. Mapping Coordination Site has
included current ARF 2026 planning footprints for multibeam
equipped vessels on the site, where they can be viewed in
conjunction with plans and priorities from federal agencies
and external partners. Development on the reporting feature
is underway and expected to be available by February 2026. 

A screenshot of the U.S. Mapping Coordination Site shows current

UNOLS plans for multibeam-equipped vessels in 2026.

MFP Updates
New Screen Capture in Research Planning Module

https://iocm.noaa.gov/seabed-2030-bathymetry.html
https://iocm.noaa.gov/planning/priorities.html
https://iocm.noaa.gov/planning/priorities.html
https://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=1caa9352f42a43e7a0dd265bf8939f3d
https://iocm.noaa.gov/maps/USMappingCoordination/#data_s=id%3AdataSource_2-1953a7c0a64-layer-7%3A25878%2B26034%2B26035%2B26045%2B26046%2B26053%2B26054%2B60543%2B60544%2B60545%2B60546%2B60547%2B60548%2B60549%2B60550%2B60551%2B60552%2B60553%2B60554%2B60555%2B60556%2B60557%2B60558%2B60559%2B60560%2B60561%2B60562%2B60563%2B60564%2B60565%2B60566%2B60567%2B60568%2B60569%2B60570%2B60571%2B60572%2B60573%2B60574%2B60575%2B60576%2B60577%2B60578%2B60579%2B60580%2B60581%2B60582%2B60583%2B60584%2B60585%2B60586%2B60587%2B60588%2B60589%2B60590%2B60591%2B60592%2B60593%2B60594%2B60595%2B60596%2B60597%2B60598%2B60599%2B60600%2B60601%2B60602%2B60603%2B60604%2B60605%2B60606%2B60607%2B60608%2B60609%2B60610%2B60611%2B60612%2B60613%2B60614%2B60615%2B60616%2B60617%2B60618%2B60619%2B60620%2B60621%2B60622%2B60623%2B60624%2B60625%2B60626%2B60627%2B60628%2B60629%2B60630%2B60631%2B60632%2B60633%2B60634%2B60635%2B60636%2B60637%2B60638%2B60639%2B60640%2B60641%2B60642%2B60643%2B60644%2B60645%2B60646%2B60647%2B60648%2B60649%2B60650%2B60651%2B60652%2B60653%2B60654%2B60655%2B60656%2B60657%2B60658%2B60659%2B60660%2B60661%2B60662%2B60663%2B60664%2B60665%2B60666%2B60667%2B60668%2B60669%2B60670%2B60671%2B60672%2B60673%2B60674%2B60675%2B60676%2B60677%2B60678%2B60679%2B60680%2B60681%2B60682%2B60683%2B60684%2B60685%2B60686%2B60687%2B60688%2B60689%2B60690%2B60691%2B60692%2B60693%2B60694%2B60695%2B60696%2B60697%2B60698%2B60699%2B60700%2B60701%2B60702%2B60703%2B60704%2B60705%2B60706%2B60707%2B60708%2B60709%2B60710%2B60711%2B60712%2B60713%2B60714%2B60715%2B60716%2B60717%2B60718%2B60719%2B60720%2B60721%2B60722%2B60723%2B60724%2B60725%2B60726%2B60727%2B60728%2B60729%2B60730%2B60731%2B60732%2B60733%2B60734%2B60735%2B60736%2B60737%2B60738%2B60739%2B60740%2B60741%2B60742%2B60743%2B60744%2B60745%2B60746%2B60747%2B60748%2B60749%2B60750%2B60751%2B60752%2B60753%2B60754%2B60755%2B60756%2B60757%2B60758%2B60759%2B60760%2B60761%2B60762%2B60763%2B60764%2B60765%2B60766%2B60767%2B60768%2B60769%2B60770%2B60771%2B60772%2B60773%2B60774%2B60775%2B60776%2B60777%2B60778%2B60779%2B60780%2B60781%2B60782%2B60783%2B60784%2B60785%2B60786%2B60787%2B60788%2B60789%2B60790%2B60791%2B60792%2B60793%2B60794%2B60795%2B60796%2B60797%2B60798%2B60799%2B60800%2B60801%2B60802%2B60803%2B60804%2B60805%2B60806%2B60807%2B60808%2B60809%2B60810%2B60811%2B60812%2B60813%2B60814%2B60815%2B60816%2B60817%2B60818%2B60819%2B60820%2B60821%2B60822%2B60823%2B60824%2B60825%2B60826%2B60827%2B60828%2B60829&widget_2=active_datasource_id:dataSource_2,center:-1000155.9592999984%2C6246431.329943802%2C102100,scale:264753874.34310114,rotation:0,viewpoint:%7B%22rotation%22%3A0%2C%22scale%22%3A264753874.34310114%2C%22targetGeometry%22%3A%7B%22spatialReference%22%3A%7B%22wkid%22%3A102100%7D%2C%22x%22%3A-1000155.9592999984%2C%22y%22%3A6246431.329943802%7D%7D&zoom_to_selection=true
https://iocm.noaa.gov/maps/USMappingCoordination/#data_s=id%3AdataSource_2-1953a7c0a64-layer-7%3A25878%2B26034%2B26035%2B26045%2B26046%2B26053%2B26054%2B60543%2B60544%2B60545%2B60546%2B60547%2B60548%2B60549%2B60550%2B60551%2B60552%2B60553%2B60554%2B60555%2B60556%2B60557%2B60558%2B60559%2B60560%2B60561%2B60562%2B60563%2B60564%2B60565%2B60566%2B60567%2B60568%2B60569%2B60570%2B60571%2B60572%2B60573%2B60574%2B60575%2B60576%2B60577%2B60578%2B60579%2B60580%2B60581%2B60582%2B60583%2B60584%2B60585%2B60586%2B60587%2B60588%2B60589%2B60590%2B60591%2B60592%2B60593%2B60594%2B60595%2B60596%2B60597%2B60598%2B60599%2B60600%2B60601%2B60602%2B60603%2B60604%2B60605%2B60606%2B60607%2B60608%2B60609%2B60610%2B60611%2B60612%2B60613%2B60614%2B60615%2B60616%2B60617%2B60618%2B60619%2B60620%2B60621%2B60622%2B60623%2B60624%2B60625%2B60626%2B60627%2B60628%2B60629%2B60630%2B60631%2B60632%2B60633%2B60634%2B60635%2B60636%2B60637%2B60638%2B60639%2B60640%2B60641%2B60642%2B60643%2B60644%2B60645%2B60646%2B60647%2B60648%2B60649%2B60650%2B60651%2B60652%2B60653%2B60654%2B60655%2B60656%2B60657%2B60658%2B60659%2B60660%2B60661%2B60662%2B60663%2B60664%2B60665%2B60666%2B60667%2B60668%2B60669%2B60670%2B60671%2B60672%2B60673%2B60674%2B60675%2B60676%2B60677%2B60678%2B60679%2B60680%2B60681%2B60682%2B60683%2B60684%2B60685%2B60686%2B60687%2B60688%2B60689%2B60690%2B60691%2B60692%2B60693%2B60694%2B60695%2B60696%2B60697%2B60698%2B60699%2B60700%2B60701%2B60702%2B60703%2B60704%2B60705%2B60706%2B60707%2B60708%2B60709%2B60710%2B60711%2B60712%2B60713%2B60714%2B60715%2B60716%2B60717%2B60718%2B60719%2B60720%2B60721%2B60722%2B60723%2B60724%2B60725%2B60726%2B60727%2B60728%2B60729%2B60730%2B60731%2B60732%2B60733%2B60734%2B60735%2B60736%2B60737%2B60738%2B60739%2B60740%2B60741%2B60742%2B60743%2B60744%2B60745%2B60746%2B60747%2B60748%2B60749%2B60750%2B60751%2B60752%2B60753%2B60754%2B60755%2B60756%2B60757%2B60758%2B60759%2B60760%2B60761%2B60762%2B60763%2B60764%2B60765%2B60766%2B60767%2B60768%2B60769%2B60770%2B60771%2B60772%2B60773%2B60774%2B60775%2B60776%2B60777%2B60778%2B60779%2B60780%2B60781%2B60782%2B60783%2B60784%2B60785%2B60786%2B60787%2B60788%2B60789%2B60790%2B60791%2B60792%2B60793%2B60794%2B60795%2B60796%2B60797%2B60798%2B60799%2B60800%2B60801%2B60802%2B60803%2B60804%2B60805%2B60806%2B60807%2B60808%2B60809%2B60810%2B60811%2B60812%2B60813%2B60814%2B60815%2B60816%2B60817%2B60818%2B60819%2B60820%2B60821%2B60822%2B60823%2B60824%2B60825%2B60826%2B60827%2B60828%2B60829&widget_2=active_datasource_id:dataSource_2,center:-1000155.9592999984%2C6246431.329943802%2C102100,scale:264753874.34310114,rotation:0,viewpoint:%7B%22rotation%22%3A0%2C%22scale%22%3A264753874.34310114%2C%22targetGeometry%22%3A%7B%22spatialReference%22%3A%7B%22wkid%22%3A102100%7D%2C%22x%22%3A-1000155.9592999984%2C%22y%22%3A6246431.329943802%7D%7D&zoom_to_selection=true
https://iocm.noaa.gov/maps/USMappingCoordination/


MFP Research Planner now includes a new Capture
Snapshot feature. You can access it by clicking the camera
icon on the right side of the screen. This tool allows you to
easily capture and save the location of your coordinates and
waypoints. You can also upload coordinate files, then choose
the aspect ratio, select the map type, adjust scale units,
toggle layers, and more.

If you have any questions, please reach out to Stefani
Martynenko at stefani@unols.org.

Committee News
2025 UNOLS Annual Meeting

The 2025 UNOLS Annual Meeting is just around the corner. 
Come join us in Old Towne Alexandria on 12 November
2025.  This meeting will be followed by a ½ day Council
meeting on the morning of 13 November.  Both meetings are
open.  Although there will be both in-person and virtual



components, we encourage folks to come in person!   This is
a great opportunity to network and out more about community
initiatives.  More information about the meeting, including the
agenda, can be found here.  

Whether you want to attend virtually or in person, please
RSVP here. We look forward to seeing you and sharing the
UNOLS activities over the past year.  

2025 UNOLS Ballot

Are you a UNOLS Member Institution Representative?  If so,
don’t forget to vote!  You should have received an email from
the UNOLS Office.  If you have not, check your SPAM
folders.  Voting is a key responsibility for UNOLS
Representatives.  Please contact bridget@unols.org with any
questions. 

New DeSSC Members

Welcome to the new members of DeSSC:

Victoria Preston / Olin College

Shawn Arellano / WWU

Adam Starke / MS State

Fleet Highlights
Farewell to a Floating Legacy: the
National Science Foundation's R/V
Endeavor Retires After 50 Years

Photo courtesy of John McNamara, Pilot

https://www.unols.org/event/meeting/unols-2025-fall-council-meeting-and-annual-meeting
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0DepDDS0fPGIll758uZ8ztuLHjk0oTi9vGJaUS_b6eHTr5g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=110880609563454684783
mailto:bridget@unols.org


After nearly five decades of service, the National Science
Foundation's R/V Endeavor—a cornerstone of oceanographic
research—has officially retired. Operated by the University of
Rhode Island’s Graduate School of Oceanography and
owned by the National Science Foundation, the vessel
completed its final mission on September 20, 2025, marking
the end of an era in marine science.

Since its launch in 1975, National Science Foundation's R/V
Endeavor carried out over 736 scientific missions,
traversed more than one million miles, and hosted
thousands of scientists, students, and educators. From oil
spill response off Nantucket to deep-sea exploration across
the Atlantic and Pacific, the ship’s legacy is rich with
discovery and impact.

The retirement is bittersweet—while the vessel's contributions
will be celebrated, its absence will be felt deeply by the ocean
science community.

To explore the full history of the National Science
Foundation's R/V Endeavor including its most memorable
missions and milestones, visit the ArcGIS StoryMap tribute.

Exploring the Hidden Currents of
Galápagos Biodiversity with the R/V
Marcus G. Langseth

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7927ba17a60e454083cc4d7fd36e77fd
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7927ba17a60e454083cc4d7fd36e77fd


This summer, an international team of scientists embarked on
an expedition in the Galápagos Marine Reserve aboard the
research vessel R/V Marcus Langseth. Led by researchers
from the Galapagos Science Center and the University of
North Carolina, the mission focused on understanding how
oceanographic processes—like internal tides and topographic
upwelling—shape plankton biodiversity, the foundation of the
region’s rich marine ecosystem.

What makes this expedition especially notable is the role of
the R/V Langseth, a vessel typically known as an “MGG
vessel”.    The expedition successfully carried out
approximately 90 CTD casts, 40 GoFlo deployments, and 70



Bongo net and seawater pump operations—many paired with
the UVP camera. In addition, the team maintained near-
continuous EM122 multibeam surveying with full ADCP
coverage, and the ADCP drifter was deployed 33 times
throughout the cruise along  with deployment of WireWalker
mooring.  A lot of mods were made to all the vessel’s lab
spaces to support the variety of tasks being carried out.
🔗Read the full article here

Discover Small Research Vessels with the
Non-Academic Research Fleet Inventory

The Non-Academic Research Fleet (Non-ARF) Small Vessel
Inventory is a resource that highlights small research vessels
operated by UNOLS Member Institutions. These vessels
support a wide range of scientific and educational missions,
often in coastal and nearshore environments. A new
interactive map feature now makes it easier than ever to
locate vessels by region and explore their capabilities. 
If your institution operates a small vessel and would like it
included, please contact bridget@unols.org. Learn more and
explore the map here.  

https://www.galapagosscience.org/scientists-study-the-impact-of-ocean-processes-on-marine-biodiversity-in-the-galapagos/
https://www.unols.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/small-research-vessel-inventory-updated-11mar2024.pdf
https://www.unols.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/small-research-vessel-inventory-updated-11mar2024.pdf
mailto:bridget@unols.org?subject=Small%20Vessells
http://unols.org/non-arf-small-vessel-inventory
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