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With a dynamic crew of western and

Indigenous scientists, educators, and rural
community members the R/V Sikuliaq will
sail from Seward to Nome, visiting partner

communities along the 2200 mile, 16-day
trip. The research cruise will include visits
to the communities of Chignik Bay, Atka,

and Gambell.
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Cruise Goals
1. Enhance Communication between 

multi-stakeholder groups 
2. Advance applied science that 

address locally prioritized research
3. Build technical capacity through 

knowledge sharing, training, and 
education 

Field 

surveys 

during 
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port calls

Marine 

science 

skills taught 

by crew

Co-

production 

of research 

plans



Pre cruise planning
• Preparing cruise participants 
Approximately half community partners, many first time research cruise 
participants. We held monthly cruise planning meetings with all cruise 
participants invited, starting 6 months before sailing. Captain and marine 
techs also invited. 
• Daily schedules
Mix of transit days and days in/near communities. 24/7 operations while in 
communities, daytime educational modules and planning during transits. 
• Operator, captain, crew, marine techs on same page as science team
Key questions: who can go on ship tours (number, ages)? Ability for Sikuliaq 
to dock? Ability for crew to participate in on shore activities when off duty? 
Food prep for community BBQs? Policies surrounding hunting and fishing. 
Audio in main lab



On board logistics

Indigenous partner George 

recommending best beach in Gambell to 

land small boats based on weather 

conditions

“Word of the 

day” 

included on 

Board of 

Lies and in 

daily all- 

hands 

meetings 

Co produced map of 

Atka shoreside 

activities

Flyer of 

shoreside 

activities 

in Sivuqaq 

(Gambell)

Draft of small boat plan for Gambell  



On board logistics

Example community visit day schedule Example transit day schedule



Challenges and Successes  

Weather + 
small boats



Challenges and Successes  

Chignik Bay community partners during Port Call with Captain and 1st Mate.  

This exemplified our goal of enhancing communication with rural communities



What did we accomplish?
● 2 ocean moorings

● 8 wave buoys

● 14 CTDs

● HABs monitoring

● 12 coring sites (gravity and multi)

● Soil and water contaminant testing

● Topographic surveys

● Bathy/TOPAS surveys in vicinity of 

4 communities

● Thank You Sikuliaq and crew!

Multibeam tracks near Gambell

ACC Wave buoys



What did we accomplish?
● Carried out community 

prioritized land and sea 

research

● Training and education 

modules

● 3 port calls

● Practiced convergence science

● Successfully navigated a 

complicated logistics plan

● Thank You Sikuliaq and crew! As Indigenous partners teach about processing a 

reindeer a multicore is lowered from the A-frame


	Slide 1: Convergence Research Cruise
	Slide 2: Cruise Goals
	Slide 3: Pre cruise planning
	Slide 4: On board logistics
	Slide 5: On board logistics
	Slide 6: Challenges and Successes  
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: What did we accomplish?
	Slide 9: What did we accomplish?

