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Who are we and what are we doing? 
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Marine Technicians!

Group Members & Working Group Leads 

A group of data managers, scientists, and marine technicians with the 
common interest of creating best practices for seagoing operations. 



What is the Ocean Best Practices System? 

o Ocean Best Practices Systems (OBPS) is a global, sustained 
system comprising technological solutions and community 
approaches to enhance management of methods as well as 
support the development of ocean best practices.

o OBPS partnered with Frontiers to host the repository.
o Maturity models/interviews - ‘Good’ practice to ‘Best’ 

Practices

https://www.oceanbestpractices.org/ 

https://www.oceanbestpractices.org/


Our Approach

Publish to 
OBPS

Beta test Best 
Practice 

Documents

Development 
of Best Practice 

Documents

Documentation 
of Alternative 
and Existing 

Methods

Organize 
Groups and 

Identify Leads

Gather 
Responses to 
the Survey

25 responses! Initial Meeting 
February 2021

2 Active Groups 

C-Star BP in 2020
& 

Radiometer 2024

Radiometer: https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2024.1359149
Transmissometer: https://doi.org/10.25607/OBP-790



2 Active Working Groups Established

Active Working Groups:

o CTD Profiler, led by Rebecca Hudak
o EK80 Fisheries Sonar Suite, led by Rebecca Hudak and 

Kristin Beem
o General Flowthrough System, looking for new champion - 

dormant



CTD Profiler

● Started meeting in September 2021
● Collaboration with Seabird over several meetings 

○ Including software updates
○ Updated cleaning procedures

● New sections:
○ Science Mission Sampling Matrices
○ CTD Computer Virtualization
○ Cable and calibration matrices

● Table with print outs, What type of CTD
Operator Are You? Quiz

Photo cred: Emily Shimada 

Interested?
Email: rhudak@whoi.edu  

RVTEC CTD Best 
Practice Working Draft

mailto:rhudak@whoi.edu


EK80 Fisheries Sonar Suite

o Sending out drafts to Kongsberg reps for comment
o Took a brief break during active sailing season
o Many active members contributing; including those from 

NOAA, UNH, OSU, URI, and WHOI
o Discussion with Kongsberg reps to answer our big questions
o Current Working Draft for EK80 Best Practices- Reviewed 

all comments with NOAA experts from last year and added 
new ‘Operation’ Section

o Check out Jackson’s KSYNC presentation - Wednesday 
2:15 - Margaret Scripps etc. room 

Interested? Email us!
rhudak@whoi.edu
kristin.beem@oregonstate.edu

EK80 RVTEC Working Draft



RVTEC Wiki

● Started meeting in April 2025
● Since then:

○ Created poll and received feedback from the 
community

○ Will add BP groups resources to wiki
○ Created official wiki website and UNOLS email

■ rvtecwiki.unols.org
■ rvtecwiki@unols.org

○ Breakout yesterday - working meeting

Interested?
Email: rvtecwiki@unols.org  

QR code takes you to 
the wiki

http://rvtecwiki.unols.org
http://rvtecwiki.unols.org
mailto:rvtecwiki@unols.org
mailto:rvtecwiki@unols.org
mailto:rvtecwiki@unols.org


2025 RVTEC Best Practice Table!

o Visit our table! 
o We have lots of activities:

○ Bingo Cards - raffle at end of the event
○ CTD BP print outs
○ CTD quiz: What type of CTD operator are you?!
○ EK80 BP print outs
○ Check out the RVTEC Wiki!



Interested? 

Get involved!
o Reach out to the lead of the working group you are interested in joining

CTD Profiler: Rebecca Hudak rhudak@whoi.edu 
EK80: Kristin Beem: kristin.beem@oregonstate.edu , Rebecca Hudak rhudak@whoi.edu
RVTEC Wiki: rvtecwiki@unols.org 
General Flowthrough System: Looking for new Champion!

o Know someone great that may be interested, let them know!
o Interact with us on our Whova channel- Best Practices

mailto:rhudak@whoi.edu
mailto:kristin.beem@oregonstate.edu
mailto:rhudak@whoi.edu
mailto:rvtecwiki@unols.org


General Flowthrough System

o Group inactive at the moment
○ Workload of in-service techs and group lead makes 

progress slow 
o Primary scope

○ Focus on components of flowthrough system
■ Intakes, sea chest, pipes/tubing, pumps, flow meters, 

debubblers
○ Will not address specific sensors in system, but may 

recommend sensor placement, orientation, etc.
o Will have a working session during RVTEC

○ Plan is to collect information on challenge areas
○ Discuss how to disseminate content while document is 

still in draft

Atlantic Explorer flowthrough system with flow direction marked. 
Photo courtesy of BIOS.

Interested?
Email: srsmith@fsu.edu  

mailto:srsmith@fsu.edu

