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MSR and LOSC
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(LOSC), Part XIII: Marine Scientific Research

⚫ LOSC does not define marine scientific research (MSR).

⚫ MSR generally refers to activities undertaken in the ocean to expand knowledge of  the 
marine environment and its processes for the benefit of  all mankind.

⚫Article 238: Right to conduct MSR
⚫Article 245: Coastal State jurisdiction over MSR conducted within territorial sea
⚫Article 246: Coastal State jurisdiction over MSR conducted within EEZ
⚫Article 250: Communications concerning MSR projects shall be made through

                     appropriate official channels.
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MSR and the LOSC: 
What Requires Consent? 



U.S. DEPARTMENT of  STATE  | Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs

Multiple EEZs to Consider 
When Conducting MSR
no boundaries
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Who Requests MSR Consent?

⚫ Most Coastal States
⚫ Flag State of  Vessel

⚫ United States
⚫ Nationality of  the Chief  

Scientist (responsible for data, 
reports, science while at sea)

⚫ LOSC: “Researching State”
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U.S. Scientists in 
Waters Under 

Foreign 
Jurisdiction

● ~300 U.S. cruises submitted annually 
for consent

● Submit to OPA 6.5 months in advance 
whenever possible

● Include a cruise track without 
maritime boundaries

● **Check coastal State requirements 
website to ensure all necessary 
paperwork for each coastal State is 
included in the application 
(https://www.state.gov/guidance-on-s
upporting-documentation/)**
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Process to Request MSR Consent
 for U.S. citizens in Foreign Waters
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U.S. RATS Portal
• For U.S. researchers in foreign waters 

and foreign researchers in U.S. waters.

• Designed on a Microsoft O365 
cloud-based platform.

• Please let us know if  you would like to 
schedule a training.

• Research Application Tracking System 
(RATS) Portal: 
https://ratsportal.state.gov/ 

https://ratsportal.state.gov/
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Helpful Tips for 
all Scientists 

Requesting MSR 
Consent 

● SUBMIT EARLY!!!
⚫ Talk to others for lessons learned
⚫ Build in time buffer (~1 week at the 

beginning and/or the end)
⚫ No maritime boundaries on cruise track
⚫ SUBMIT EARLY (7 months)
⚫ Explain why your project benefits that 

coastal State and how data will be 
delivered

⚫ Build relationships with local 
government and in-country scientists

⚫ Follow-up regularly on status of  request
⚫ Submit preliminary report, final report, 

and data on time
⚫ Did we say SUBMIT EARLY?
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MSR Consent
Challenges

⚫ No uniform system globally
⚫ Increasing bureaucracy, evolving 

requirements, closer scrutiny
⚫ Timing of  requesting participants, 

new documents, or other policy 
changes

⚫ Denials for reasons that are not 
within the LOSC

⚫ Maritime Boundary Disputes
⚫ Natural disasters, COVID-19
⚫ Optics (type of  ship, nature of  

research)
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Outstanding Reports

MISSI
NG MISSING

MISSING

• Instructions for reports/data submission can be 
found in scientists’ consent letters/authorizations.

• Coastal States have the right to withhold consent 
from any scientist on the basis of  late reports. 

• Please do your part and submit reports on time.



U.S. DEPARTMENT of  STATE  | Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs

Public Diplomacy

Research Vessel FALKOR in Suva, Fiji
13

Kiribati Ambassador to the United States ship visit
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Social Media 
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U.S. Guidelines 
for

Foreign Scientists 
in Waters Under 
U.S. Jurisdiction

~30 Foreign applications received per year

● Applications due six months in advance.
● Cruise track without maritime boundaries with a 

list of  research site coordinates.
● Applicants submit applications through their 

Embassy to the United States.
● FWS Permit required for research in a sanctuary 

or monument.
● NOAA Authorization required if  research 

involves study or incidental take of  marine 
mammals or species listed under the 
Endangered Species Act.

● If  research is near Alaska: Review Guidelines for 
Conducting Research with Northern 
Communities.

● Check state and local permit requirements.
● Science and Crew particulars: name, DOB, CVs 

(science party), contact information, 
passport/seaman's book.
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U.S. Review of  MSR Requests
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U.S. Interagency
 Review Process

(Info Only)
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Resources

U.S. MSR Policy General:
https://www.state.gov/marine-scientific-research/

 
About the Research Application Tracking System 

(RATS):
https://www.state.gov/research-application-tracking-

system/

**Documentation Required by Coastal State**:
https://www.state.gov/guidance-on-supporting-docu

mentation/

https://www.state.gov/marine-scientific-research/
https://www.state.gov/research-application-tracking-system/
https://www.state.gov/research-application-tracking-system/
https://www.state.gov/guidance-on-supporting-documentation/
https://www.state.gov/guidance-on-supporting-documentation/
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2024 Pacific IVLP
● MSR International Visitor Leadership Program 

(IVLP)
● Hosted 9 Pacific Island Country Officials for 3 

weeks, Oct. 20 – Nov. 9
● Visited USG, NGO, and Academic Institutions in 

DC, Boston/Cape Cod, Seattle, and Honolulu
● Building relationships to improve science 

collaboration and consent approval
● Take-aways: Late applications, data and reports 

don’t seem to be received, holding 
pre-/post-cruise calls to discuss the science



U.S. DEPARTMENT of  STATE  | Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs



U.S. DEPARTMENT of  STATE  | Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs



U.S. DEPARTMENT of  STATE  | Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs

Thank you!

MarineScience@state.gov

Facebook: @ScienceDiplomacyUSA

Instagram: @ScienceDiplomacy_USA X: @SciDiplomacyUSA

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/stateoes/


