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• Quantify protists & grazing in diffuse fluids, plumes, 
and background seawater

• Do this on the seafloor with the miniSID as well as 
onboard with fluids

• Samples for RNA sequencing of protists

• TAMU, UW, NOAA, JPL+ UMass Amherst



PROTATAX23, By the Numbers

• 8 dives at Axial Seamount
• 19 hydrothermal vent sites visited
• 144 total samples taken with Jason

– 1,540 meters deepest sample taken
– 25 samples taken from vent fluids over 220°C
– 320°C hottest sample taken

• 1,154 liters vent fluid and seawater collected via                                                                           
SUPR, UFO, + Niskins

• 16 shipboard grazing experiments
• 18 in situ experiments performed by the miniSID
• 109 times people requested for their on-ship data limit to be reset
• 2 pounds M&Ms consumed by the science party (plain, dark, peanut, and peanut butter)
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