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Florida Institute of Oceanography

• 32-member consortium

• 3 vessels, Keys Marine Lab, research 
grant office

• Mission to support marine research & 
education



R/V Western Flyer

LOA 117’ 
Beam 53’ 
Draft 12’ 
Speed 8.5-9 kts



Work Spaces & Capacity

• 11 Crew 
• Inc. Marine Tech 
• 15 Science  team (ROV Team: 4 per 12-hours)



▪ FIO contracted PRS to build a 4000-meter ROV system integrated to the 
R/V Western Flyer based on the Odysseus 6K ROV System

▪ PRS will operate, maintain the Odysseus 4K ROV System and provide 
subsea navigational support for FIO in support of their science and 
educational goals utilizing this subsea asset

“At the core of the PRS/FIO relationship  is a collaboration between a public 
entity and private (commercial) company – focused on achieving the vision 

and specific mission objectives... like the Peerside program!”







Configurable science skid

ROV Timeline
December ‘23: Frame delivered
May ‘24:ROV delivery & integration 
June ‘24: Engineering trials 
July ‘24: Science missions



: developing the new blue 
economy workforce



15 “scientists”

Shore-based persons:
- Researchers
- Classrooms
- Operators
- Public



• Minorities in Shark Sciences (MISS)Jasmin Graham

• Diving with a Purpose (DWP)Jay Haigler

• Scientist at Sea (SAS) Eckerd CollegeBekka Larson

• California State University Long Beach (CSULB)Andrea Balbas

• Long Beach City College (LBCC)Tara Willis

• Florida Atlantic University (FAU) Lauren Simonitis

• University of South Carolina Beaufort (USCB)Mercer Brugler

• Deepsea Biology Society (DBS)Erik Cordes

2024 Peerside Program

"Geology & shipwrecks" Expedition July
"Sharks & corals" Expedition August

8 mentors & 23 students

Peerside Expedition Planning Workshop Nov 2023



Questions?
Contact: nicoleraineault@usf.edu


