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Community Observers in Arctic Research
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Defining a 
Community Observer 
The overall objective is to scan the horizon and 
maintain high-level communication between the 
vessel, subsistence hunters, and land-based 
stations to ensure, to the best of their ability, 
that potential conflicts between animals, 
subsistence hunters, and the vessel are 
avoided to prevent negative impacts. 

A C/O is not a person who represents all 
coastal Alaskan communities.

A C/O is not a person who will communicate 
sensitive scientific data that impacts a 
community.
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Shipboard 
support in 2023

• Eidam 2303606 – Building Arctic 
seagoing research capacity: Arctic 
Chief Scientist Training Cruise
▪ June 3 2023 – June 13 2023

▪ Observer

• Arrigo 2135316 – The Tale of 
Three Systems: Fate of Primary 
Production in the Chukchi Sea
▪ June 13 2023 – July 30 2023

▪ Observer
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Shipboard 
support in 
2024
• Pickart 2135537 – Monitoring 

the Western Arctic Boundary 
Current in a Warming Climate: 
Atmospheric Forcing and 
Oceanographic Response
▪ Tentative Summer 2024

▪ Observer

4PC: Lloyd Pikok Jr



Daily Cruise 
Report

• Mass E-mail – still growing!

• Vessel Mission

• Vessel Location/Direction 
Going

• Reporting/Findings

▪ Animals Sightings

▪ Present Conditions

▪ Photos

• Contact Information
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Post-Cruise Report
• Role of C/O

• Reporting/Findings

▪ Community Concerns

▪ Animals Sightings

− Polar Bears & Dens

− Seals

− Foxes

− Birds

• Feedback/Summary
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Lloyd Pikok, Jr. (6-Minute Interview)

•To better understand the role of the C/O, watch Lloyd’s video!
▪ https://battellearcticgateway.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/AEWC_Video_with_disclaimers_99.mp4 
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