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Lake Huron Red Tails!
Recovering a Tuskegee Warbird

Wayne R. Lusardi
State Maritime Archaeologist

Michigan Department of Natural Resources



Tuskegee Institute
Civilian Pilot Training Program

99th Fighter Squadron



100th, 301st & 302nd Fighter Squadrons
comprising the 332nd Fighter Group 

Tuskegee Airmen in Michigan
March 1943 to May 1944



Selfridge Field
Est. April 1917

1932 Air Show, Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Michigan



Lt. Thomas Selfridge & Orville Wright
Fort Meyer, Virginia 9/17/1908



Camp Skeel
Est. 1923. Oscoda Army Airfield (1942), Wurtsmith Air Force Base (1953)

Detroit Free Press. 8/18/1929
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Curtiss P-40 Warhawk

No.: 41-13655
Dimensions: 31’8” length, 37’4” Wingspan
Loss: Tawas, 5/9/1943
Pilot: 2nd Lt. Wilmeth W. Sidat-Singh



Vultee BT-13 Valiant 

No.: 42-42926
Dimensions: 28’10” length, 42’0” Wingspan
Loss: Oscoda, 6/16/1943
Pilot: 2nd Lt. Nathaniel M. Hill & 2nd Lt. Luther Blakeney



Vultee BT-13a Valiant 
42-42926



Bell P-39q Airacobra

No.: 42-21242
Dimensions: 30’2” length, 34’0” Wingspan
Loss: Harrisville, 11/22/1943
Pilot: 2nd Lt. William E. Hill



Bell P-39q Airacobra

No.: 42-21249
Dimensions: 30’2” length, 34’0” Wingspan
Loss: Lake St. Clair, 12/12/1943
Pilot: FO Nathaniel Porter Rayburg











Frank Heman Moody
12/18/1921 – 4/11/1944



Tuskegee Class 44-B-SE



Tuskegee Bell P-39q Airacobra

No.: 42-21226
Dimensions: 30’2” length, 34’0” Wingspan
Loss: Port Huron, 4/11/1944
Pilot: 2nd Lt. Frank H. Moody



2015 Tuskegee Project









2018 Tuskegee Project













https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/tuskegee-p39q-airacobra-door-
4dfd28c6ea8d49c8957f9b7b790aad92



2021-2022 Tuskegee Project

































2Lt. Jerome T. Edwards
(12/26/1918 – 5/7/1943)

2Lt. Johnson C. Wells
(1920 – 9/28/1943)

2Lt. Leon Purchase
(10/8/1917 – 11/19/1943)

2Lt. William H. Walker
(1/20/1919 – 10/14/1943)

2Lt. Leroi S. Williams
(7/30/1919 – 10/14/1943)

2Lt. Paul C. Simmons
(9/22/1921 – 1/16/1944)

2Lt. Cornelius F. May
(1921 – 12/28/1943)

2Lt. Vincent J. Mason
(7/19/1923 – 3/18/1944)

2Lt. Charles W. Dickerson
(1920 – 2/18/1944)

2Lt. Wilmeth Sidat-Singh
(2/13/1918 – 5/9/1943)

2Lt. Luther L. Blakeney
(6/20/1918 – 6/16/1943)

2Lt. Nathaniel M. Hill
(2/5/1919 – 6/16/1943)

2Lt. William E. Hill
(1923 – 11/22/1943)

2Lt. Frank H. Moody
(12/18/1921 – 4/11/1944)

FO Nathaniel P. Rayburg
(9/30/1916 – 12/12/1943)







Additional Reading



Nick Lusardi Tuskegee Airmen in Michigan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foh0CXZbWTQ

Aviators Down: Survey Summary
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/explorations/18aviatorsdown/welcome.html

Honoring the Tuskegee Airmen in Michigan
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDNR/bulletins/2f562a9

Tuskegee Airmen of Michigan
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=175175827442155

Michigan Wardens
https://vimeo.com/668011300/de211c29d4?fbclid=IwAR0UfhuuJk5HUPIABW25

s9oZSFYQXaKFFgNOrpGeTCYnuj7_NaIRp50D2_g

Great Lakes Aviation Detectives
https://www.facebook.com/GreatLakesAviationDetectives

Wayne R. Lusardi
Greatlakesaviationdetectives@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=175175827442155
https://vimeo.com/668011300/de211c29d4?fbclid=IwAR0UfhuuJk5HUPIABW25s9oZSFYQXaKFFgNOrpGeTCYnuj7_NaIRp50D2_g
https://vimeo.com/668011300/de211c29d4?fbclid=IwAR0UfhuuJk5HUPIABW25s9oZSFYQXaKFFgNOrpGeTCYnuj7_NaIRp50D2_g
https://www.facebook.com/GreatLakesAviationDetectives
mailto:Greatlakesaviationdetectives@gmail.com



