
UNOLS Committee for Maintaining an 
Environment of Respect Aboard Ships (MERAS)

Committee Membership:
• Debbie Steinberg/VIMS (Co-Chair)
• Mark Brzezinski/UCSB (Co-Chair)
• Craig Lee/UW
• Clare Reimers/OSU
• Emily Shimada/WHOI
• Brandi Murphy/UW
• Assisted by: UNOLS Office- Alice, Annette, Caitlin, & Jon 

• Medical privacy, pregnancy policies
• Promotion of civility, respect
• Prevention of harassment, discrimination, bullying



Current MERAS activities

• Script development, consulting for video project
• Request from NSF - Development of a white-paper providing 

broader guidance to operators for “milestone” ceremonies 
done onboard the vessels or while loading/unloading in port 
(e.g., equator or date-line crossings, first ALVIN dives, end of 
cruise celebrations)
 Hazing not ok
 But benefits to ceremonies (camaraderie) if done 

appropriately
https://buff.ly/2Xq95UX

https://buff.ly/2Xq95UX
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