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What is UNOLS?

University-National Oceanographic 
Laboratory System (UNOLS) 

An organization of academic institutions (universities, 
National Labs, etc.) involved in oceanographic research 
joined for the purpose of coordinating oceanographic 
ships' schedules and research facilities.



UNOLS Today

UNOLS today is an consortium of 58 U.S. institutions 
with ocean science programs
• 14 operating institutions that operate:
▫ 18 Research vessels 
▫ National Deep Submergence Facility 
▫ National Oceanographic Aircraft Facility
▫ National Oceanographic Seismic Facility
• Facilities are either owned by one of the Federal 

agencies or by individual institutions.
• Elected Council & 8 standing committees 
• UNOLS Office
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