
Risk adverse Science: The 
risk of non-supportable
• Antarctic: “Supportable” is a key point in 

funding decisions (McMurdo Rebuild –
limited Budget).
• Arctic: Inclusion of the community critical.
• NSF – won’t fund something likely to fail
• North and South: Cold, Icy, Wavy, Long 

cruises with few support ports. 
• “De-icing”
• Usual Players: NOAA (SWFS – no benthic 

surveys for a while); NSF OPP (Arctic and 
Antarctic); NASA (#Europa); ONR (Task Force 
Ocean); NPRB (Limited funding – especially 
ships)





If we want to engage polar researchers

Communicate
• Programmatic potential (i.e. supportable)
• Weather window (i.e. supportable)
• Ice Confidence (i.e. supportable and success potential)
• Ships (IB Palmer, RV Gould, RV Sikuliaq/ supportable)
• No 3 year+ delay for use.
• Human aspect (Arctic).




