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Skylar Bayer

Previous Research:

• East Pacific Rise invertebrate 
community succession, 
reproduction, larval dynamics 
(M.S.)

• Maine sea scallop fertilization, 
spawning, population 
dynamics, eDNA detection 
(Ph.D. +)

Future interests:

• Seeking post-doc positions

• Seeking collaborators, 
especially on invertebrate 
(molluscan) eDNA detection 
and collection projects



CHIARA BORRELLI – UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER

Modified after Erez (2003)
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EMILY CHUA

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

2012-2015: Dept. of Oceanography, Dalhousie University (Halifax, Nova Scotia)

2014: Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (Summer Student Fellow)

2015 – present: Ph.D. student at Boston University (Advisor: Wally Fulweiler)

PH.D. PROJECT

Developing a porewater sampling system/underwater mass 
spectrometer (POSSUMS) to measure dissolved gases in 

permeable sediment porewater in situ

FUTURE PLANS

…Check back in ~2 years



Matthew Cook PhD candidate, expected completion 2019                         
Scripps Institution of Oceanography University of 
California, San Diego

• Ocean bottom pressure instrumentation

• Seafloor geodesy at subduction zones, spreading centers

• Distinguishing tectonic signals from oceanographic signals                          (inter-, co-, post-seismic, 
slow slip from currents, eddies, etc.) 

Calibrated pressure record

Pressure record with drift





Christopher Doorn
Geology Ph.D. Student
University of Wyoming
Advisors: Drs. Mike Cheadle 
and Barbara John

Research interests:

• Mid-ocean ridge processes
• Heat flow in ocean crust

Projects:

• Generation of lower ocean 
crust exposed at Pito Deep 

• Zircon geochronology

> 400 in-situ rock samples 
collected from the lower 

crust at Pito Deep
Basalt
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Marie Farson
• PhD in Oceanography Scripps Institution of Oceanography

• Geophysical research with Dr Spiess’s Deep Tow program 

• Dove in Sea Cliff to 5,900’ for thesis research

• Engineer and Ops for Deep Ocean Engineering on Deep 

Flight, Phantom ROVs

• Overseas as Navy spouse & worked for State Department

• Teaching Earth Science & Engineering at Principia College

• Interested in collaboration on joint research initiatives







Autumn N. Kidwell
• Engineering Scientist at the Applied Research Laboratories at the University of Texas since 

2016

• Experience with AUV operations in shallow and constrained environments

• Education:
• B.S. in Ocean Engineering from Texas A&M University in 2009. 
• M.C.E. in Ocean Engineering at the University of Delaware in 2011 for work on near-shore sediment 

transport 
• Ph.D. from the University of Delaware in Oceanography in 2016 for work on the dynamics of the 

tropical Pacific Ocean
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Nwankwo, Uchenna Chizaram

• Presently a PhD student at USM
• My current research is offshore GNSS-MR 

• Research experiences
• Land surveying

• Hydrography

• Physical Oceanography

• Future research interest
• Operation of remotely operated vehicles and autonomous underwater vehicle 



Gustavo A. Ramírez
Affiliation: Postdoc at the University of Rhode Island, Graduate School of Oceanography.

Research:

1. Life in Subseafloor Habitats: Sediment and Crust.

2. Molecular Ecology: ‘Omics

3. Long-term Microbiological and Chemical Monitoring

4. Extracellular DNA in Marine and Terrestrial Habitats

Next: Looking for a job.

Thanks!





Jennifer Salerno, Ph.D.

• Assistant Professor, Department of 
Environmental Science and Policy, George 
Mason University

• Environmental microbiologist (deep sea 
inverts, shallow and deep corals, biofilms, soil, 
sediment, oysters, built environment, maybe 
bees)

• Looking for graduate students!!!

• E-mail: jsalerno@gmu.edu





James Townsend
PhD, June ‘18

“Science is a force for 
social justice.”

I’m interested in,
• Postdoc opportunities and collaborations on the above, etc.
• Increasing access to research facilities and opportunities for 1st

gen/minority students
• Promoting the social relevance of marine exploration and 

biodiversity 

Current: Biophysicist, ctenophorologist, baby taxonomist

Future: Molecular phylogenetics, gut microflora, microplastics



Benjamin Tully
Postdoc at the Center for Dark Energy 
Biosphere Investigations

Currently looking for: Faculty position

Interests:

• Microbial ecology and genomics in marine environments spanning from the surface 
ocean to subseafloor crustal environments
• Future endeavors to examine microbial ecology of particle attached organisms through the deep 

water column and sediments

• Application of large-scale “omic” techniques – metagenomics and 
metatranscriptomics

Experience:

• Oligotrophic sediments – South Pacific Gyre & subseafloor crustal environments –
North Pond



Alexis M. Weinnig
PhD Candidate, Temple University 

@AMWeinnig

Shipboard Operations and Collections

aweinnig@temple.edu
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Postdoc Summer/Fall 2020

Live Cold-Water Coral Experiments

Molecular Analysis

Cold-water coral microbiome

Influence of surrounding 
environment/conditions

on coral persistence  



Subbarao Yelisetti, Assistant Professor

What I work on
• Marine gas hydrates

• Submarine landslides

• Seismic crustal structure of the continental margins 
– earthquakes, oil and gas

What tools I use
• Seismic reflection and refraction

– Travel time and full waveform 

inversion

• Bathymetry, magnetics, gravity 

• Physical properties of sediments

• Interested in plate 
tectonics and 
geophysical 
structure

• Looking for 
collaborators








