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DESCEND2 report key findings

Keep these in mind as you
consider the topics that are put
before you today during the
breakout.

Key Findings

1) Federal agencies should promote joint programs that bring different communities
together to advance technologies and address transdisciplinary questions, e.g.
NASA astrobiology and NSF Ocean Sciences.

1A) Support advances and initiatives in robotics, automation, sensor development, and
big data management/analyses that will foster new avenues for exploration and
advance our understanding of geological, geochemical, and ecological processes in
the ocean, on the seafloor, and within the Earth’s interior.

1B) Increase attention to, and support for, exploring and studying underserved habitats
such as the shallow shelf, midwater, sub-ice ocean, abyssal plains, and trenches.
Including these regions will help us better understand the biotic and abiotic evolution
of our ocean system, and assess its sensitivity to natural and anthropogenic change.

2) Federal agencies, philanthropic entities, and academic institutions that support
Earth-Ocean research should actively collaborate to promote effective
communication among all parties. Special attention should be paid to developing
programs that incentivize established investigators to engage and mentor early
career scientists. Agencies and entities should place a greater emphasis and
recognition for public service and engagement.

2A) Enhance cooperation among governmental and philanthropic foundations to enable
scientific pursuits that leverage public/private resources to greater effect than can be
achieved through any one means of support.

2B) Develop programs to promote inclusivity and increase diversity in the ocean
sciences. Studies have shown that diversity writ large improves the quality of
research.

2C) Engage and train early-career scientists as a key to maintain a vigorous research
community.




