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Trends	in	Coastal	State	Processes		
� No	uniform	system,	increasing	bureaucracy,	evolving	
requirements,	firm	6	months	(so	7	months	to	State)	

� Data	and	Reporting		
�  Lack	thereof	=	future	denials?	
� NZ,	Mexico,	France,	Costa	Rica	
�  Glitches	in	RATS	

� Maritime	Boundary	Disputes	
� Differing	Requirements:		

�  UK,	Iceland:	Flag	State	of	Vessel	
�  US:	Nationality	of	Chief	Scientist	
�  Canada:	Owner	of	the	Data	
�  Does	it	matter?		YES!	(NATO	ship)	



Other	Emerging	Issues/Challenges	
� Optics	(type	of	ship,	nature	of	research)	
� Biofouling	in	NZ,	possible	trend	in	Pacific?	
� AUVs/Drifters/Gliders/Saildrones	

�  Addition	of	BGCs	–	no	longer	operational	oceanography?	
� Non-MSR	vessels	collecting	MSR	(e.g.	cruise	ships)	

�  Changes	in	U.S.	policies		
�  Cuba		

�  Public	Vessel	Status	
�  Arctic	Science	Cooperation		
				Agreement	
�  Extreme	Events	(e.g.	Hurricanes)	



2017	AtlanKc	Hurricane	Season	
�  Many	Caribbean	nations	have	been	severely	impacted	in	their	
local	capacity	to	prioritize	MSR	applications.	

�  If	conducting	research	in	waters	of	an	affected	coastal	State,	allow	
extended	time	for	processing	and	approvals.	

�  Be	aware	that	research	may	be	denied	if	there	is	not	appropriate	
infrastructure	for	port	calls	or	emergency	services.	

�  Safety	and	security	remain	top	
priorities.	

�  Research	vessels	are	encouraged	to	
seek	taking	part	in	humanitarian	
aid	to	the	affected	areas.	

�  Research	may	also	provide	a	new	
baseline.	



RATS	2.0	Redevelopment	
�  Building	off	Microsoft	Dynamics	platform	
� More	user-friendly	
�  Frequent	alerts:	emails	and	in-app	notifications	
�  Better	search	capabilities	
�  Training	Modules	
�  Troubleshooting	built-in	
�  Early	April	2017	
�  Beta	Testing	Volunteers	!!	
� Will	solve	all	MSR	problems.	;)	
�  Renaming	RATS	to	??	
	
	
	



U.S.	MSR	Policy	General:	
https://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/rvc/	

		
About	the	Research	Application	Tracking	System	(RATS):	
https://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/rvc/rats/index.htm	

		
**Documentation	Required	by	Coastal	State**:	

https://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/rvc/country/index.htm	
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