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UAS Policy (endorsed by the UNOLS Council in summer 2016): 
 
With the recent publication of the FAA small UAS rule, a policy for UNOLS ships has 
become necessary. Effective immediately, operation of Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(UAS), or drones, from or over UNOLS ships may not take place without 
demonstrated compliance with national or international regulations (ICSA, FAA) and 
specific approval of the ship's captain or designee, as a minimum. This applies to 
crew, techs and members of the science party, and refers to all operations, whether 
recreational, educational, or professional. Obtaining national approvals, such as 
FAA's Sec 333 exemption or Certificate of Authority or Waiver (COA), as well as 
pilot qualifications, are not a guarantee the operations will be approved by the ship's 
captain. Recreational or hobbyist freedom of use over land is not available at sea, 
so the importance of contacting the ship's operator ahead of time is critical. Detailed 
policies and processes are in development by SCOAR to provide guidance and 
training.  
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SCOAR Subcommittee on UAS Shipboard Operations 

Goals: Develop UAS Policy and guidance documents for Shipboard 
Operations on UNOLS ships 
 
leveraging existing and on-going efforts by NSF, NOAA, USCG  
 
Members: 
Luc Lenain (SIO, UNOLS SCOAR Chair) 
David Johnston (Duke) 
David Fisichella (WHOI) 
Jeff Garrett (RVOC Safety Committee Chair) 
Steve Hartz (UAF) 
Tim McGovern (NSF) 
JC Coffey (NOAA) 
 



In the process of 
 
•  Compiling guidance documents and information to the research community who 

are interested in using airborne assets in support of their research (e.g. FAA POC 
per region, aircraft operators with contact information, recent field deployments 
summary with POCs etc.) 

•  Developing pilot training for UAS operations from ships 
•  Draft guidance document (handbook) for PIs who are planning UAS operations 

from ships 
•  Discussing policy on use of UAS for non-research purposes from ships 
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UAS	  ac'vity	  type	  

Science	  &	  Outreach	   Recrea'onal	  

Size/Category	  of	  UAS	  

Rules/Restric'ons	  
and	  na'onal	  

legisla'on	  (e.g.	  
FAA	  Part	  107,	  sec'on	  
333	  exemp'on,	  COAs	  
for	  opera'ng	  in	  US	  

airspace)	  

No	  recrea'onal	  
use	  permiKed	  on	  UNOLS	  Ships	  

Small/Mini	  
(less	  than	  2kg)	  

Medium	  
(2	  to	  25kg)	  

Large	  
(>25kg)	  

No	  
requirements	  

Flight	  reports	  

UAS	  owner	  ins'tu'on	  +	  Operator	  Ins'tu'on	  approval	  	  
(Ship	  &	  University	  Center	  of	  Excellence	  and/or	  Risk	  Management)	  

Airspace	  

Ac'vity	  in	  area	  where	  other	  air	  
opera'ons	  are	  taking	  place	  

Ac'vity	  
coordinated	  a	  per	  

large	  aircraW	  
opera'ons	  

Risk	  Assessment	  
(safety,	  science)	  

Communica'on	  
plan	  

NOTAM	  and	  Flight	  
clearance	  

Proceed	  

Fly!	  

Risk	  Assessment	  
(safety,	  science)	  

Communica'on	  
plan	  

Do	  not	  proceed	  


