
MSOC – Marine Seismic Oversight Committee

• Marine seismic methods used by several disciplines
• Top 4 topics are ~80% of the overall geophysics science portfolio (gravity, geodesy, seismics, magnetic, etc.)
• Sustained activity and potential growth in the convergent margin area (e.g., subduction zone observatory workshop, Alaskan DCL, GeoPRISMS)

MSOC:  represent the entire scope of marine seismic science and methods



MSOC – Marine Seismic Oversight Committee

Background

• OCE/MGG is assessing its research portfolio in the context of the Sea Change 
report

• OCE/MGG has a broad science portfolio; 30-50% is marine geophysics (all 
inclusive); over the last few years about 65% of the funded marine geophysics 
projects have been sea-going projects.

The overall MGG science portfolio uses a wide range of marine seismic methods



MSOC – Marine Seismic Oversight Committee

Committee responsibilities:
• Develop an ongoing mechanism for regional planning to inform NSF on research priorities based on 

U.S. community input

• Act to engage and coordinate international participation; identify international resources that 
might be available to U.S. researchers (an example might be engaging international partners on 
large-scale programs)

• Be proactive in outreach/feedback to the community

• Help to identify emerging directions in marine seismic studies

• Help to engage and train the next generation of marine seismic investigators

First step:  Survey to assess community priorities
• How large/broad and engaged is the community that collects seismic data and/or uses the data
• Instruments/methods required 
• Future science directions
• Committee membership representation


