
Request	for	Input:		Ocean	
Research	in	the	Coming	Decade	

The	Subcommi<ee	on	Ocean	Science	and	Technology	
(SOST),	under	the	NaConal	Science	and	Technology	
Council	(NSTC),	is	requesCng	wri<en	input	on	the	
structure	and	content	of	its	upcoming	10-year	ocean	
research	plan	(tentaCvely	Ctled	“Ocean	Research	in	
the	Coming	Decade”).	This	new	Plan	will	supersede	
the	NSTC’s	“CharCng	the	Course	for	Ocean	Science	in	
the	United	States	for	the	Next	Decade:		An	Ocean	
Research	PrioriCes	Plan	and	ImplementaCon	
Strategy,”	that	was	published	in	2007	and	updated	in	
2013.	
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•  The	Plan	will	describe	the	most	pressing	research	
quesCons	and	most	promising	areas	of	opportunity	
within	the	ocean	science	and	technology	(S&T)	
enterprise	for	the	coming	decade.	It	will	set	the	
stage	for	acCons	across	Federal	agencies	and	with	
non-Federal	enCCes	to	address	societal	needs	and	
issues	of	naConal	importance.	

•  A	public	input	period	on	the	Plan	is	open	now	unCl	
January	1,	2017.	
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•  Co-Chairs:	Subcommi<ee	on	Ocean	Science	and	Technology			
▫  Rick	Murray																																																																																																																																																																																		

�  Director,	Division	of	Ocean	Sciences																							
�  NaConal	Science	FoundaCon	(NSF)								
▫  Richard	Merrick																																																												

�  Fisheries	Chief	Science	Advisor	and	Director,	Science	Programs	
�  NaConal	Oceanic	and	Atmospheric	AdministraCon	(NOAA)	
▫  Fabien	Laurier	

�  Senior	Policy	Advisor	
�  White	House	Office	of	Science	and	Technology	Policy	(OSTP)	
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•  See	the	Federal	Register	NoCce	for	addiConal	informaCon	on	
the	public	input	period.	
h<ps://www.federalregister.gov/documents/
2016/10/28/2016-26118/plan-for-ocean-research-in-the-
coming-decade	
•  To	provide	input,	please	visit	
h<ps://contribute.globalchange.gov/plan-ocean-research-
coming-decade.	
•  For	more	informaCon	on	the	Plan	and	to	view	the	Plan	
prospectus,	please	visit	www.nsf.gov/geo/oce/orp.		
•  General	inquiries	may	be	directed	to	
oceanresearchplan@nsf.gov.	


