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CIRPAS Twin Otter flying at 30m AMSL in close proximity of R/P FLIP during the HIRES2010 experiment 
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Purpose (taken from Terms of Reference) 

“This Committee shall provide advice and recommendations to the National 
Oceanographic Aircraft Facility managers and supporting federal agencies on 
aspects of operations, sensor development, fleet composition, utilization and 
data services as appropriate.  
In addition, SCOAR and the UNOLS Office shall provide the ocean science user 
community with valuable information and advice concerning experiment design, 
facility usage, scheduling and capabilities. 
The Committee shall also promote collaborations and cooperation between 
facility operators, funding agencies and the scientific community to improve the 
availability, capabilities and quality of aircraft facilities supporting the ocean 
sciences. By promoting collaboration between the ocean science community, the 
atmospheric science community and other science communities using aircraft in 
support of their research, the Committee shall work to improve utilization and 
capabilities for all of these communities. 
 
The SCOAR shall also recommend the designation of aircraft facilities as 
National Oceanographic Facilities to the UNOLS Council and membership as 
described in paragraph 4 below.” 
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FAA on-going developments  

And creation of 
centers of 
Excellence 
throughout the US 
 
Section 333 
exemption 
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Planned activities & relevant action items 

•  Compiling a UAS information database to be posted on the SCOAR 
website. This includes: 

1.  Regulatory aspects (sample COAs, list of approved Section 333 
exemptions, FAA points of contact etc..) with regular updates.  

2.  Example of past projects that made use of UASs on UNOLS ships. 
3.  UAS operators with experience on UNOLS ships. 

•  Detailed review of the CIRPAS facility at the next meeting 
(NSF MOU? Planned activities? Assets available to science community?) 
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CIRPAS – UNOLS Aircraft facility 


