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DeSSC membership

Amanda Demopoulos
David Emerson
Vicki Ferrini
Peter Girguis, Chair (2nd term)
Breea Govenar
Nick Haymon
Laura Lapham
George Luther
John Wiltshire

ex-officio, WHOI
Tim Shank 
Chris German 
Rob Munier

committee composition

3 early-career scientists
3 mid-career scientists
3 senior scientists

4 female, 5 male



AUV Sentry  - 2014
AUV Sentry continues to perform 
well
- Gaining popularity as a platform 

to deploy with HOV and ROV

- Maturing in operational 
efficiency (which is good!)

- Schedule is reasonable; also 
picked up some work that 
resulted from the loss of the 
HROV Nereus



ROV Jason- 2014
ROV Jason also continues to 
perform well
- Relatively new launch and 

recovery system is great

- Continued minor upgrades to 
lighting, video, etc. 

- Schedule is almost full



Science Verification Cruise (SVC) 
RV Atlantis (AT26-12); March 14-28, 2014 

• Participants selected by an SVC committee for 
SVC version 1.0 slated to dive on the Cayman 
Rise Vents and the Florida Escarpment

• Delays in Alvin upgrade led to a re-framing of 
the expedition, shorter dive series

• SVC participants were wonderfully patient while 
we sorted ou details of expedition

• Finally, the SVC participants did an amazing job 
of writing up and disseminating a thorough 
assessment of the Alvin’s new and existing 
capabilities!
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Science Verification Cruise (SVC) participants
legs one and two



Science Verification Cruise (SVC) website
http://unols.org/committees/dessc/SVC_March2014/SVC_Products_and_Assessment.html



SVC website, cont’d



SVC website, cont’d



Education and Outreach
• AGU Early Career science program; ongoing for 2014

• Program is approaching its 4th year

• In 2013, with agency support, we hosted another early career science 
program, which was very well received
• over 34 attendees

• Karyn Rogers and others helped with E&O efforts

• This year, DeSSC move to form a sub-committee, chaired by a DeSSC 
member

• Their “charge”: To implement education and outreach activities at the 
behest of DeSSC, to develop and implement new activities (with the 
approval of DeSSC/UNOLS), and to assist UNOLS with E&O 
assessment activities

• J. Marlowe: Policy “club” continues along, albeit a bit quietly



DeSSC New-User Workshop –
December 13-14, 2014

• Sub committee –Karyn Rogers, Breea Grovenar, Vicki 
Ferrini, and Pete Girguis (meetings via teleconference)

• ~40 Applicants  30+ participants
• Introduction to UNOLS, DESSC, NDSF, and the Federal 

Agencies 
• Introduction to Deep Sea Research
• Breakout sessions
▫ Grant Writing Workshop
▫ Emerging Technologies
▫ Data Management

• Dinner Seminar: Guest
Speaker – Dr Mandy Joye



• Disseminating information 
• DeSSC’s Facebook continues to be popular
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