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UNOLS	  Highlights	  
~	  2013/2014	  ~	  

•  Fleet	  Renewal	  Programs	  Con@nue	  	  

•  Expanding	  the	  Reach	  of	  UNOLS	  
Vessels	  

•  Fleet	  Planning	  and	  U@liza@on	  
•  Increased	  UNOLS	  Early	  Career	  
Scien@st	  Ac@vi@es.	  



Fleet	  Renewal	  Ac@vites	  
•  Global	  Class	  Vessels:	  

  R/V	  Sikuliaq	  will	  enter	  service	  in	  2014	  
  Knorr	  and	  Melville	  are	  slated	  to	  re@re	  in	  2014.	  

  Navy	  is	  planning	  mid-‐life	  refits	  for	  Global	  vessels	  
	  -‐	  Thompson,	  Revelle,	  and	  Atlan9s	  

  Ocean	  Class	  Ships	  :	  
  R/Vs	  Neil	  Armstrong	  and	  Sally	  Ride	  will	  be	  delivered	  in	  2014	  and	  2015.	  	  

  Regional	  Class	  Vessels:	  
  Concept	  Design	  Review	  –	  Dec	  3-‐5,	  2013.	  	  
  Preliminary	  Design	  Phase	  with	  a	  review	  in	  Aug	  2014.	  	  	  	  

  March	  of	  2015-‐	  	  NSF	  will	  make	  a	  request	  to	  Congress	  	  
for	  FY17	  MREFC	  funds.	  	  

  Number	  of	  vessels	  will	  be	  based	  on	  projected	  science	  u@liza@on	  and	  
availability	  of	  funds.	  	  	  

  Operator	  selec@on	  is	  planned	  for	  mid-‐2017.	  

  R/V	  Point	  Sur	  –	  NSF	  will	  transfer	  ownership	  to	  MLML	  at	  the	  end	  of	  2014.	  



Fleet	  Renewal	  Ac@vites	  



Optimizing and 
expanding the reach 
of the UNOLS Fleet 

– Telepresence technology 
 UNOLS Pilot Program in 2013 
 New UNOLS vessels are being 

equipped to accommodate 
telepresence 

– UNOLS Subcommittee on ship 
to shore communications 

– Unmanned aircraft systems. 
–  Increased emphasis on early 

career scientist engagement 
and training 



UNOLS	  Fleet	  Planning	  

•  Fleet	  Improvement	  Plan	  
–  The	  Fleet	  Improvement	  Commi_ee	  is	  currently	  dra`ing	  an	  updated	  

Fleet	  Improvement	  Plan	  

–  The	  new	  Plan	  will	  be	  a	  “living”	  Document	  

•  NSF	  Le_er	  Regarding	  the	  Number	  of	  RCRVs	  
–  Le_er	  from	  Bob	  Houtman	  to	  UNOLS	  reques@ng	  feedback	  regarding	  the	  

number	  of	  RCRVs	  that	  should	  be	  built	  and	  strategies	  for	  suppor@ng	  the	  
future	  Fleet.	  

–  A	  FIC	  subcommi_ee	  is	  preparing	  a	  response	  that	  will	  be	  ve_ed	  
through	  the	  UNOLS	  Council.	  
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UNOLS	  Early	  Career	  
Ac@vi@es	  

•  Chief	  Scien@st	  Training	  Cruises:	  
–  2011	  through	  2013:	  	  Pilot	  Program	  lead	  by	  Clare	  Reimers.	  	  Four	  cruises	  

on	  Wecoma,	  New	  Horizon,	  and	  Endeavor	  

–  2014:	  
•  Atlan9c	  Explorer:	  	  June	  Cruise	  with	  Maureen	  Con@	  as	  PI	  

•  Point	  Sur:	  mul@ple	  cruises	  planned	  in	  the	  fall.	  	  Applica@ons	  are	  being	  accepted.	  

•  Poten@al	  cruises:	  	  Sharp	  and	  Blue	  Heron	  

•  UNOLS	  Early	  Career	  	  Scien@st	  Workshops:	  
–  DeSSC	  –	  2011	  to	  2013,	  December	  AGU	  in	  San	  Francisco	  
–  MLSOC	  –	  2013,	  December	  AGU	  in	  San	  Francisco	  

–  FIC	  –	  2014	  Council	  March	  Mee@ng	  

–  2014	  Ocean	  Sciences	  –	  Jon	  Alberts,	  Anne_e	  DeSilva,	  FIC	  Chair,	  and	  
UNOLS	  Chair-‐Elect	  par@cipated	  	  in	  NSF’s	  early	  career	  workshop.	  



Thank you! 


