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UNOLS Insurance 
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Research Vessel News 
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India launches new Research Vessel 

 ABG Shipyard has launched Indian built 
oceanographic research vessel ‘RV Sindhu Sadhana’, 
from the Indian state of Gujarat. 

2014 RVOC Meeting, Skidaway Institute of Oceanography, Savannah Georgia  

Image: https://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/62547/ 
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Russia launches new Research Vessel 

 Russia has launched a new oceanographic research 
vessel RV Yantar from JSC Yantar Shipyard in 
Kaliningrad on the Baltic Sea. 
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Image: http://www.sciencemag.org/content/339/6124/1138.full 
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Image:http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=us-science-fleets-future-is-far-from-ship-shape 
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Robotic Boat Hits 1000 mile mark 
in Transatlantic Crossing 
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French Research Vessel rescues Syrian Refugees 

 French oceanographic research vessel Le Suroit rescued 29 
Syrian refugees off the coast of Italy on October 7th. 

Image: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RV_Le_Suro%C3%AEt  
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Canadian Arctic Helicopter Crash 

 Salvage operation has started on the Canadian 
helicopter that crashed in the Northwest Territory on 
September 9th. 
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Image: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/race-against-weather-
to-retrieve-sunken-chopper-from-frigid-arctic-waters/article14492733/ 
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Electrical Fire Aboard Dorado Discovery 

 RV Dorado Discovery operated by Oydssey Marine 
Exploration had a two-alarm electrical fire break out 
on board while docked in San Diego on October 6th. 
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Image: http://www.rovworld.com/article5003.html 
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Image: http://www.odysseyminerals.com/documents/RVDoradoDiscoveryShipSpecifications7.12.pdf 
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Image: http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/Update-Venezuela-Guyana-to-Meet-Over-Detained-Ship-Crew-2013-10-15/ 
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Canadian Navy’s Only Research 
Vessel Docked Indefinitely 

 Quest is docked in Halifax due to funding cuts. 
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Image: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/cfav-quest-navy-s-only-research-vessel-docked-indefinitely-1.2519695 
 



Kenya launches first Research Vessel 

 The 3.5 billion shilling R/V Mtafiti was a gift from Belgium 
and launched from Mombassa on January 27, 2014. 

Image: http://www.fountainnews.co.ke/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/mtafiti.jpg 
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Australia Rescues Russian Research 
Vessel Passengers from Antarctic Ice 

 The 52 passengers of Akademik Shokalskiy were rescued by 
Australian icebreakers on  22 January after  getting stuck in 
Antarctic sea ice around Christmas. 
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Image: http://s1.ibtimes.com/sites/www.ibtimes.com/files/styles/v2_article_large/public/2013/12/26/commonwealth-bay.jpg 



Research Vessels at South Georgia 
Island  

 SA Agulhas II, US R/V Ronald H Brown, RRS Ernest 
Shackleton, and HMS Protector continue Antarctic 
Research efforts in the South Sandwich Islands. 
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Coastal Carolina University to 
Christen New Vessel Coastal Explorer 

 CCU’s 50-foot aluminum research boat, with a 500-
mile range and 6 work stations, will contribute to 
research projects at the school. 

http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/2014/03/13/4092058/ccu-to-christen-research-vessel.html 
 

2014 RVOC Meeting, Skidaway Institute of Oceanography, Savannah Georgia  



Medevac Rescues Doctor 190 Miles 
off Galveston 

 Flight mechanic on his first medevac call rescues 
doctor from Norwegian research vessel Veritas Viking. 
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Norwalk Maritime Aquarium Names 
New Vessel R/V Spirit of the Sound 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/maritimeaquarium/12776696994/in/photostream/ 
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NSF’s R/V Sikuliaq Completes Preliminary 
Trials in Icy Great Lakes Waters 

 NSF’s 261-foot R/V Sikuliaq  will be operated by the 
University of Alaska at Fairbanks School of Fisheries and 
Ocean Sciences after completing testing. 
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Vessel Accident Near Betty’s Bay 

 One person drowned before rescue workers were able 
to help when a research vessel ran aground. 
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http://ewn.co.za/2014/02/27/Vessel-accident-at-Hout-Bay 
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Relevant Legal Cases and 
Issues 
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McBride v. Estis Well Service, LLC 
 Involves the issue of “punitive damages” for injuries to 

seamen under the doctrine of unseaworthiness – 
previously not available 

 Here the court for the first time said they were 
permissible and could equal compensatory damages 

 Decision likely to be appealed, but is one more reason 
why American tort law makes operation of a vessel so 
expensive 
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Satellite Pollution Prosecuted 

 Maersk Kiera detected pumping oil within 12 miles of 
the U.K. by a satellite operated by the European 
Maritime Safety Agency 

 Owners admitted guilt when confronted with the 
evidence and paid a fine of 22,500 pounds. 

 First time satellite imagery was used as primary 
evidence in a maritime prosecution case brought by 
the Maritime and Coastguard Agency. 
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Navy Test Range Lawsuit 
 Defenders of Wildlife v. US Dept. of Navy (10/1/13) 
 12 environmental groups sued to block the Navy’s 

development of an Undersea Warfare Training Range 
50 miles off the Florida/Georgia coast in waters 
adjacent to the only known calving grounds of the 
endangered Northern Right Whale (only 300 remain) 

 Navy’s position was upheld on technical grounds, but 
will later have to provide incidental take information 
before becomes operational in 2018. 
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Whale Stranding Linked to Sonar 
 100 melon-headed whales stranded in 2008 in a 

shallow Madagascar lagoon. 
 An independent review panel appointed by the 

International Whaling Commission concluded that a 
multi-beam echosounder system used by an Exxon-
Mobil contractor was “the most plausible and likely 
behavioral trigger” for the stranding.  About 75 of the 
animals, normally found in deep waters, died. 

 Exxon-Mobil, which partially funded the research did 
not accept responsibility “in light of the uncertainties 
in the report” 
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Top Ten Personal Injury Awards 
 1. Nelton – felt pop in neck while pulling wrench; total 

awarded > $1.2 million 
 2. Grab – while piloting crew boat, allided with survey 

tower, put face through windshield; awarded $1.2 
million, reduced 50% for comparative negligence 

 3. Benson – seaman hit in his back by the headache 
ball; awarded $185,000 

 4. Ledet – towing wire slipped and knocked seaman 
unconscious; awarded $1.8 million 

 5. Owens – back gave out while trying to lift mud hose; 
awarded $850,000 
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 6. Martinez – while using sledgehammer to break a 
winch pin, felt pain in neck; awarded $225,000 

 7. Caesar – seaman fell between dock and vessel while 
boarding; awarded $330,000 for shoulder and back 

 8. Moore – cook fell into freezer after milk crate she 
was standing on fell over; awarded $500,000 

 9. Easly – arm injured while handling docklines; 
awarded $550,000 

 10. Campbell – seaman struck his own finger while 
using sledgehammer; awarded $1.5 million 
 2014 RVOC Meeting, Skidaway Institute of 
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Conclusions 
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  A year of significant change in the research vessel fleet 
 
Relatively stable insurance market, despite Sandy and 
Costa Concordia 
 
Highly variable UNOLS insurance costs raise the question 
once again of the viability of a group program 
 
The expense of personal injury awards continues to rise, 
and the potential for punitive damages makes the future 
even more daunting 



Questions? 
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