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science for a changing world Project




ARTICLE 76 af UNC'LOS

Six hundr%d and seventeen words
that redefine the “continental shelf"
of a coastal state and provide a
mechanism for the state to extend
its sovereign rights over the
resources of the “seabed and subsoil”
of the continental shelf




Data Required

* To establish an extended continental shelf a coastal

state must demonstrate that the region is a "natural
prolongation” of continental landmass - limits of which are

determined by:
- depth and shape of the seafloor (F05 and 2500m contour)

.+ the thickness of the underlying sediments (1% line)

- distances from territorial sea baselines (350 nm line)

Need to map the seafloor




Desktop Study 2002

The Ci ilation and Analysis of Data Rel to a U.S. Claim
Under United Nations Law of the Sea Article 76:
A Preliminary Report

http://ccom.unh.edu/unclos
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5.10B. Bathymetry from IBCAO in detailed area ARC, drawn bathymetric profiles, and possible locations of
the FOS. Labeled profile is shown in figure 5.11. Note that the orange line, which represents the 2500 m +
100 nm, makes use of the 2500 m contour of the Alpha-Mendeleev Ridge as well as the Canadian shelf.



ECS CRUISES
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2008,2009,2010,
2011,2012
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A typical ice conditions
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Healy Seamount
Iooking S, ve=6x

3100 m high, summit at 900 m water depth 53 g
45 km long x 15 km wide
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Healy 03-02, 04-05, 07-03
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central Chukchi Plateau pockmarks

VE = 10x
looking SW
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LSSL Monitor Records
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Area mapped.....
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US ECS Arctic Mapping 2003,2004,2007,2008,2009, 2010, 2011. 2012
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