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-Arctic Research and Policy Act of 1984 
-Executive Order 12501 (‘85 Pres. Reagan) 
 
• Created USARC and IARPC 

 
• Defined their roles and responsibilities 

 
• White House (OSTP & OMB) shall 

coordinate and review Arctic research 
budget requests and address icebreakers 





USARC’s duties: 

• Develop national Arctic research policy 
• Facilitate Arctic research cooperation 
• Review federal Arctic research programs 
• Recommend improvements for data sharing 
• Facilitate cooperation w/Alaska & internationally 

Kivalina, 

AK 

9/15/09 

Arctic Boundary as defined by the Arctic Research and Policy Act (ARPA)
All United States and foreign territory north of the Arctic Circle and all United States territory north and west of the boundary formed by the Porcupine, 

Yukon, and Kuskokwim Rivers; all contiguous seas, including the Arctic Ocean and the Beaufort, Bering and Chukchi Seas; and the Aleutian chain.

Acknowledgement:  Funding for this map was provided by the National Science Foundation through the Arctic Research Mapping Application (armap.org) and Contract 
#0520837 to CH2M HILL for the Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee (IARPC). 
Map author: Allison Gaylord, Nuna Technologies.  May 27, 2009.
1.  The Aleutian chain boundary is demarcated by the 'Contiguous zone' limit of 24-nautical miles. 
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“Goals Report” 
5 major research themes for 2013-14 

• Environmental Change 

• Arctic Human Health 

• Civil Infrastructure 

• Natural Resource 
Assessment & Earth 
Science 

• Indigenous Languages, 
Identities, Cultures 

 



USARC set goals IARPC adopts, 
creates & executes 

research plan 

White House: 
OMB/OSTP 
coordinate & 
review budget 

Congress: 
Authorizes & 
Appropriates 

Federal Arctic research policy/process 

“The Commission shall, after submission 
of the President's annual budget request, 
review the request and report to 
Congress on adherence to the Plan.” 



IARPC successes 

• Staff position in OSTP (Assistant Director, Polar Science) 

• IARPC elevated to NSTC via President Obama’s memo 

• Significant and meaningful interagency engagement 

• Administrative support through secretariat and website 

• White House released 5-yr Arctic Research Plan (‘13-’17) 

• IARPC science integrated into implementation plan for 
the National Strategy for the Arctic Region 

 



Coming soon… 

 

…Highest national level (NSC) 

 

Implementation plan for the National 
Strategy for the Arctic Region 

 

…and an Executive Order to implement it 



Senate bill 

$400M endowment gives $ to AOOS and to USARC 
 







Two studies at National Academy of Sciences 
 

• “Responding to Oil Spills in Arctic Marine Environments” 

 

• “Emerging issues in Arctic Research” 



Dr. Thomas S. Coolbaugh 
ExxonMobil 
  
Mr. Richard K. Glenn 
Arctic Slope Reg. Corporation  
  
Dr. Martha R. Grabowski - (Chair) 
Le Moyne College  
  
Mr. David F. Dickins 
DF Dickins and Associates, LLC  
  
Dr. Kenneth Lee 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada  
  
Mr. William L. Majors 
Alaska Clean Seas  
  
Dr. Mark D. Myers 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks   

 

Dr. Brenda Norcross 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks  
  
Mr. Mark Reed 
SINTEF Materials and Chemistry  
  
VADM Brian Salerno 
BIMCO  
  
Dr. Robert Suydam 
North Slope Borough  
  
Dr. James M. Tiedje 
Michigan State University  
  
Dr. Mary-Louise Timmermans 
Yale University  
  
Dr. Peter Wadhams 
University of Cambridge 

 

Oil spill committee members 



Other USARC products & services 



Other USARC products & services 


