Sediment Thickness Inside in the Aleutian Basin of the Bering Sea
Was Generally Known, But Not Accurate Enough for the US to Claim
_Economic Dominion over the "EEZ Donut Hole”
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IN THE BERING SEA, USGS WANTED TO
KNOW WHAT VAMP STRUCTURES
(Velocity Amplitude Anomalies) ARE
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Silas Bent Records
Strange Acoustic Images
Below the Floor of
the Deep Bering Sea
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USGS Submitted a Science Plan and Contract to UNOLS-NSF
Requesting Langseth-supported, Long-offset MCS and OBS Velocity
Studies in the Aleutian Basin,
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Departing Dutch for the Bering Sea
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Sonobuoys are Launched







CTDs are lowered
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Confirming discovery, large VAMPs tended to be centered

above deeply buried basement relief

25 km

5 km ' o o 3968 = 25 km
MCsS_09A . fkmig

6650 7650 9650
1 af c 1

10650
1

1
U i

A L g S L
LA T Ly L o e R
R S o i A O ae  RSA N
e XL A 00 e A T N N SCAY e

3.5 km_ vertical

3.5 km vertical = ~30 km horizontal, Vert Exagg =~ 8:1




Confirming discovery, large VAMPs tended to be centered
above deeply buried basement relief and, at extremely high
VE (200-250:1), are overlain by subtle seabed relief

LA L TR A o o )

\ ., ~ S -
R < e
N AR Al
N,




Confirming discovery, VAMPs structures are associated with
large volumes of sub-BSR, pore-space methane
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Fig 2: Depth-, time-domain, and Vp structure
of Cyrano VAMP structure, Berin_g Sea.




FARNELLA RIDGE BASEMENT DRILLING TARGET, BERING SEA
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Based on comparison with DSDP leg 19, site 190,
highly reflective upper section is distal turbidite and
diatom-dominated pelagic sediment.










