
1/17/13 report to the AICC 
 

John Farrell 
Executive Director 

U.S. Arctic Research Commission 





Duties of the Commission: 
 
• Develop Arctic research policy 
 
• Facilitate Arctic research cooperation 
 
• Review federal Arctic research programs 
 
• Data sharing among Arctic research entities 
 
• Cooperate with the State of Alaska 
 
• Improve international scientific cooperation in the Arctic 



USARC: Set 
goals; build 
international 
cooperation, 
work with 
Alaska 

IARPC: 
adopt 
plans; 
coordinate 

White House: 
OMB/OSTP 

Congress: 
Authorizers & 
Appropriators 

IARPC 5-year plan 
(to be released by OSTP 

within the month) 

Federal Arctic research policy/process 
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Recent activities: 
 
• Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee’s 5-yr plan 
 
• National Ocean Policy (implementation) 
 
• Interag. Coord. Comm. on Oil Pollution Research (R&T plan) 
 
• Integrated Arctic Management report to POTUS (web portal) 
 
• Coordination with Canadian Polar Commission 
 
• “White paper” on oil spill prevention and response research 
 
• Two Arctic-related studies at the Nat. Academy of Sciences 
 
• Arctic Science bill (Sen. Begich). $ to AOOS and USARC. 



7 foci in IARPC 5-yr plan 
 

1. Human health 
2. Arctic observing system 
3. Marine ecosystems 
4. Terrestrial ecosystems 
5. Atmospheric processes 
6. Arctic communities 
7. Arctic regional models 





5 “actions” 
 
1. Improve Arctic environmental response management 
2. Observe and forecast Arctic sea ice 
3. Implement a distributed biological observatory 
4. Enhance communication systems in the Arctic 
5. Advance Arctic mapping and charting 

 
 



Each “action” has specific outcomes, agencies, & milestones  

DBO 









Two studies at National Academy of Sciences 
 
• “Responding to Oil Spills in Arctic Marine Environments” 
 
• “Emerging issues in Arctic Research” 



Dr. Thomas S. Coolbaugh 
ExxonMobil 
  
Mr. Richard K. Glenn 
Arctic Slope Reg. Corporation  
  
Dr. Martha R. Grabowski - (Chair) 
Le Moyne College  
  
Mr. David F. Dickins 
DF Dickins and Associates, LLC  
  
Dr. Kenneth Lee 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada  
  
Mr. William L. Majors 
Alaska Clean Seas  
  
Dr. Mark D. Myers 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks   

 

Dr. Brenda Norcross 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks  
  
Mr. Mark Reed 
SINTEF Materials and Chemistry  
  
VADM Brian Salerno 
BIMCO  
  
Dr. Robert Suydam 
North Slope Borough  
  
Dr. James M. Tiedje 
Michigan State University  
  
Dr. Mary-Louise Timmermans 
Yale University  
  
Dr. Peter Wadhams 
University of Cambridge 

 

Oil spill committee members 



Senate bill 

$400M endowment gives $ to AOOS and to USARC 
 



Subscribe to the update: www.arctic.gov 
 
Focuses on research. Over 900 subscribers. 
 
Newsletter structure: 
 
• Today’s Events 
• Media 
• Legislative Action 
• Future Events 
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