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Subseafloor borehole Subseafloor borehole 
observatories (CORKs)observatories (CORKs)
•• Seal reentry hole to prevent Seal reentry hole to prevent 

hydrologic contamination, hydrologic contamination, 
allow return to preallow return to pre--drilling drilling 
P/T/Chemistry/MBIO P/T/Chemistry/MBIO 
conditionsconditions

•• Allow access to the Allow access to the 
subseafloor environment subseafloor environment 
over long times, without over long times, without 
drillshipdrillship

•• Permit passive monitoring, Permit passive monitoring, 
facilitate active testingfacilitate active testing

•• Isolate multiple depth Isolate multiple depth 
intervalsintervals

Sounds like a lot of work... Sounds like a lot of work... 
It is! But itIt is! But it’’s worth the efforts worth the effort……
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Animation of CORK subseafloor observatoriesAnimation of CORK subseafloor observatories
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Department of Visualization, Texas A & M UniversityDepartment of Visualization, Texas A & M University



Video from Atlantis/Jason Expedition AT18Video from Atlantis/Jason Expedition AT18--0707

CORK in Hole 1362B August 2011CORK in Hole 1362B August 2011
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