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U.S. Arctic PolicyU.S. Arctic Policy (NSPD(NSPD‐‐66/HSPD66/HSPD‐‐2525))U.S. Arctic Policy U.S. Arctic Policy (NSPD(NSPD 66/HSPD66/HSPD 2525))

• National/Homeland Security Interests

•• InternationalInternational Governance

• Extended Continental Shelf and Maritime Boundaries

P ti I t ti l S i tifi C ti• Promoting International Scientific Cooperation

• Maritime Transport

• Economic/EnergyEconomic/Energy

• Environmental Protection

Seven policy areas Seven policy areas –– one overarching legal dynamic one overarching legal dynamic ––
relationship between international law, mainly the law of the sea relationship between international law, mainly the law of the sea 

and national sovereigntyand national sovereigntyand national sovereigntyand national sovereignty



Arctic Research and PolicyArctic Research and Policy ActAct (1984)(1984)Arctic Research and Policy Arctic Research and Policy Act Act (1984)(1984)

•• Provides a Federal program for basic & applied ArcticProvides a Federal program for basic & applied Arctic researchresearch

•• Establishes Establishes U.S. U.S. Arctic Research Arctic Research Commission Commission 

–– Sets Arctic research goals & objectivesSets Arctic research goals & objectives

dd i hi h lili–– Recommends Recommends Arctic research Arctic research policypolicy

•• Establishes InteragencyEstablishes Interagency Arctic Research PolicyArctic Research Policy CommitteeCommittee (IARPC)(IARPC)•• Establishes Interagency Establishes Interagency Arctic Research Policy Arctic Research Policy Committee Committee (IARPC) (IARPC) 

–– develops develops 55‐‐yearyear Arctic research program plan & budgetArctic research program plan & budget





What is the USARC?What is the USARC?

• • IndependentIndependent federal agency of presidential appointees that federal agency of presidential appointees that 
works works withwith Congress and Executive branchCongress and Executive branch

• Sets nation’s Arctic research goals and objectives• Sets nation’s Arctic research goals and objectives

• • Develops Develops an integrated national Arctic research policyan integrated national Arctic research policy

•• Helps createHelps create a national Arctic research programa national Arctic research program planplan•• Helps create Helps create a national Arctic research program a national Arctic research program planplan

• Facilitates cooperation among federal, state and local • Facilitates cooperation among federal, state and local 
governments, and other nations with respect to Arctic research, governments, and other nations with respect to Arctic research, 
both basic and both basic and appliedapplied







Special issue on “Arctic Oceanography”Special issue on “Arctic Oceanography”
CoCo‐‐sponsored by USARC, NSF, NOAAsponsored by USARC, NSF, NOAA

Guest Editors:Guest Editors:
••Kelly FaulknerKelly Faulkner To be published

September 2011••Joe OrtizJoe Ortiz
••Patricia Patricia MatraiMatrai

September 2011
V. 24, no. 3

••RebeccaRebecca WoodgateWoodgate



USARC setsUSARC sets
nation’s Arcticnation’s Arctic
research goalsresearch goals



USARC’sUSARC’s research themesresearch themesUSARC sUSARC s research themesresearch themes

•• EnviroEnviro. Change . Change of the Arctic of the Arctic Ocean/Bering Ocean/Bering SeaSea

•• Arctic Human HealthArctic Human HealthArctic Human HealthArctic Human Health

•• Civil Infrastructure ResearchCivil Infrastructure Research

N l R A & E h S iN l R A & E h S i•• Natural Resource Assessment & Earth ScienceNatural Resource Assessment & Earth Science

•• Indigenous Languages, Identities & CulturesIndigenous Languages, Identities & Cultures



USARC:USARC: IARPCIARPCUSARC:USARC:
establishes establishes 
research research 

l & tl & t

IARPC: IARPC: 
adoptsadopts
goals, goals, 

White House: White House: 
OMB/OSTPOMB/OSTP

CCgoals & sets goals & sets 
research research 
policypolicy

creates creates 
research research 
planplan

Congress:Congress:
authorizers authorizers &&
appropriatorsappropriatorsp yp y planplan

USARC comments on budget to CongressUSARC comments on budget to Congress



New ocean policy
7/19/107/19/10

1 f 9 ti l i it bj ti1 of 9 national priority objectives:
“Changing conditions

In the Arctic”In the Arctic



President 
reassigns Arctic 
research 
coordination from 
NSF NSTCNSF to NSTC



Impact on Arctic Research CoordinationImpact on Arctic Research Coordination
From 7/22/10 Presidential MemoFrom 7/22/10 Presidential MemoFrom 7/22/10 Presidential Memo From 7/22/10 Presidential Memo 

CongressWhite House

OSTP/National Sci. & Tech. Council

Security Tech.Sci. Environment &

USARCIARPC

NSF
Chairs

Natural Resources

JSOST

USARC
sets goals
sets policy

d

IARPC
14 fed. agencies
Program plan
~$400M/ coord., coop.~$400M/yr





“Oil Spill Prevention & Response“Oil Spill Prevention & Response
In the U S Arctic Ocean:In the U S Arctic Ocean:In the U.S. Arctic Ocean:In the U.S. Arctic Ocean:

Unexamined Risks,Unexamined Risks,
Unacceptable Consequences”Unacceptable Consequences”

Commissioned by PewCommissioned by Pew
Researched by NukaResearched by Nuka

November 2010November 2010



OilOil‐‐spillspill‐‐inin‐‐ice ice 
researchresearchresearchresearch
• Interagency • Interagency CoordCoord. . g yg y
Comm. on Oil Pollution Comm. on Oil Pollution 
Research (ICCOPR).Research (ICCOPR).
www.iccopr.uscg.govwww.iccopr.uscg.gov

• Will update national oil• Will update national oil• Will update national oil• Will update national oil‐‐
spill research plan spill research plan 
(current vintage ’97)(current vintage ’97)( g )( g )



“I’ i l b t li t h All I k“I’ i l b t li t h All I k“I’m ecumenical about climate change… All I know “I’m ecumenical about climate change… All I know 
is that I’ve got a lot more coastline to take care of.”is that I’ve got a lot more coastline to take care of.”

‐‐Former USCG CommandantFormer USCG Commandant
Adm.Adm. Thad Allen (retired)Thad Allen (retired)



“The opening of the ‘fifth ocean,” the Arctic, for “The opening of the ‘fifth ocean,” the Arctic, for 
longer periods of time, will provide new access to longer periods of time, will provide new access to g p f , pg p f , p
resources, migration of fishing stocks and resources, migration of fishing stocks and 
eventually new trade routes, that can’t be eventually new trade routes, that can’t be y ,y ,
overstated.”overstated.”

Chi fChi f f N l O tif N l O ti‐‐Chief Chief of Naval Operations of Naval Operations 
Adm. Gary Adm. Gary RougheadRoughead

kk i ii i ff hihiRRemarks atemarks at University University of of ChicagoChicago
Conf. Conf. on Terrorism & Strategyon Terrorism & Strategy
October 12, 2010October 12, 2010





“Conflict is Inevitable in the Arctic”“Conflict is Inevitable in the Arctic”
No, it isn’tNo, it isn’t

9/15/10



Intelligence community interestsIntelligence community interests
in the Arctic on the risein the Arctic on the risein the Arctic on the rise…in the Arctic on the rise…



What USARC is encouragingWhat USARC is encouragingWhat USARC is encouragingWhat USARC is encouraging

• Improve interagency Arctic research efforts & 
dovetail with new ocean policy efforts

• Get serious on Arctic Observing NetworkGet se ous o ct c Obse g et o

– Environmental research (wx, climate, sea ice, perma.)

– Ice sheet and glacier dynamics

• Oil‐spill‐in ice research (USCG chairs ICCOPR)Oil spill in ice research (USCG chairs ICCOPR)

• Ocean research infrastructure

– US icebreakers (…are we’re down to one?)



Daily “Daily “Arctic UpdateArctic Update” from USARC” from USARC
S b ib tS b ib t titiSubscribe at Subscribe at www.arctic.govwww.arctic.gov



9/23/10
Blake McBride, USN
USCG C‐130
ADA flight Thank youThank you


