
ARCTIC ICEBREAKING 
COORDINATING 

COMMITTEE (AICC)

Report to UNOLS
15 October 2010

Photo courtesy USCG



Pending Membership issues:

➨ Need to replace Dan Schwartz with a new RVOC Rep.

➨ Initiate search for replacements for 2 members leaving within a year.



Significant Accomplishments over Summer 2010
➨ Continued to improve communications among Alaskan Native 
groups, chief scientists, and the USCG: drafted an online tutorial 
focused on assisting new investigators with communications.

➨ Facilitated communications among foreign research vessels, 
Alaskan Natives, and cognizant agencies.

➨ Facilitated new clearance mechanism for foreign nationals 
working aboard icebreakers.

➨ Initiated drafting of a science berthing plan designed to 
guarantee use of designated science berths aboard Healy by 
scientists while also allowing use of excess spaces by Coast Guard 
personnel.

➨ Continued discussions on the most effective means for carrying 
out medical screening.

➨ Addressed accountability, details and obligations of the Alaskan
Native Observer Program.



Healy: 

June 14 – July 22, Dutch Harbor Seward: NASA Cruise in the Chukchi 
and Bering Seas.  Chief Scientists Kevin Arrigo and Don Perovich

August 2 – September 6, Dutch Harbor - Barrow: Seismic Cruise in the 
US EEZ (1 week) and International Waters in the Arctic Basin in 
Collaboration with Canada.  Chief Scientist Brian Edwards. 

7 September – 23 September, Barrow – Dutch Harbor: Moorings and 
water sampling on the Beaufort Shelf/Slope, Chief Scientist Robert Pickart 
(Ashjian project on board)

Polar Sea:  

8 March – 6 April, Kodiak –Kodiak to Kodiak, Spring BEST cruise.  Chief 
Scientist Lee Cooper

2010 Field Activities in The Arctic



Closely Related Other Recent Events 
…

➨ NSF Call for proposals for a ship technical support 
position to manage and help maintain NSF scientific 
gear aboard the icebreakers.

➨ NSF call for a formal, committee-based 
assessment of polar research vessel science 
mission requirements.



A Major Future Concern For Polar Research …



Online Information Sources for 
the AICC
The UNOLS Website:
http://www.unols.org/committees/aicc/

The IceFloe Website 
(maintained by the US
CG)
http://www.icefloe.net


