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Highlights of the April 
2010 RVOC Meeting

• Safety Committee and Research Vessel Safety
Standards (RVSS) 

- Review medical standard screening for 
scientific parties and crew

- Update the Crew Safety Training Manual

- Plan workshops for Appendix A- Rope and
Cable Safe Working Load Standards

- Final Review of Draft for Appendix B 
Overboard Handling Systems Design Standards



Appendix B
UNOLS Overboard Handling Systems 

Design Standards
Applies to:
• All fixed and portable overboard handling systems
• Each component of the overboard handling system:

– Winches, Frames, Davits, Cranes, Booms and Sheaves
– Foundations for all components – including ship structure
– Deck tie downs and shackles 

• This document WILL apply to cranes if they are used to 
lift, deploy, and/or recover science packages 

• This document DOES NOT apply to manned lifting 
operations



• Equipment Pools and Shared Use Equipment-
Vans, Winches and Wire

-Improved “Quality of Service”
-Focused equipment purchases
-Reduce overall costs



Wire Pool Database
Rick Trask is Pool Manager of the Web-based database
Provides a history of all UNOLS wires and wire usage



• Provides fully integrated medical assistance 
products and services to the world's premiere 
commercial maritime organizations throughout 
the world

• MedAire is contracted by UNOLS to provide 
medical services, products and assistance to all 
UNOLS vessels.

• MedAire provided a UNOLS Ship Survey of 
Medical Training 



Survey of Training levels in the 
UNOLS Fleet



Survey of Training Levels in 
UNOLS fleet

Are we training our crew??



Maritime Telemedicine- provides medical care to remote 
locations and is a complete remote medical diagnostic 

system allowing physicians to diagnose, treat, and monitor 
patients virtually anywhere in the world



NSF Ship Inspection Program
Blake Powell from JMS Naval Architects



UNOLS Ship Inspection Best Practices Web Site 
located on the RVOC web page



SCRIPPS Institution of Oceanography will 
host the 2011 RVOC Meeting April 13-15


