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A NOAA-funded partnership of 
research institutions, state and regional resource 

managers, and private sector companies 
interested in developing and applying sensor 

technologies for monitoring coastal 
environments.

See http://act-us.info
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Partner InstitutionsPartner Institutions

Gulf of Maine
Ocean Observing System

Monterey Bay Aquarium
Research Institute

University of Michigan
Cooperative Institute for
Limnology & Ecosystems Research

Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories

Skidaway Institute
of Oceanography

University of Alaska



Diverse EnvironmentsDiverse Environments



Members from private sector companies and environmental 
management agencies.

Members participate in planning and decision-making to ensure a 
focus on service-oriented activities.

Help foster the interactive flow of information and ideas between 
various sectors and end users.
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StakeholdersStakeholders’’ CouncilCouncil
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Technology WorkshopsTechnology Workshops

Workshops focus on specific sensor technologies for use in 
coastal environments.
Workshop participants include equal numbers of researchers, 
managers, and representatives from private sector companies.

Workshop GoalsWorkshop Goals::
To help build consensus on the steps 
needed to build useful tools, while also 
facilitating critical dialogue among 
technology manufacturers, developers, and 
end users.
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Recent Technology WorkshopsRecent Technology Workshops

Passive Acoustic Hydrophones
(UH/SOEST and UAF/ASLC, 
February 2007)

Towed Vehicles as Platforms 
for Mapping Coastal Features 
and Processes (MML/MBARI, 
February 2007)

Wave Sensor Technologies
(USF/NDBC, March 2008)

State of Technology for in-situ 
Measures of Salinity Using 
Conductivity Temp. Sensors
(SkIO, December 2007)
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Upcoming Technology WorkshopsUpcoming Technology Workshops

Environmental Sensing for Port SecurityEnvironmental Sensing for Port Security
(IOOS/SRNL/CCEHBR/HML)(IOOS/SRNL/CCEHBR/HML)

Environmental Sample Concentration Environmental Sample Concentration 
Methods/TechnologiesMethods/Technologies
(CCEHBR/HML/OHHI)(CCEHBR/HML/OHHI)

Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) Detection Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) Detection 
TechnologiesTechnologies
(CICEET/SCCWRP/FWRI)(CICEET/SCCWRP/FWRI)
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Technology EvaluationsTechnology Evaluations

Evaluations of commercially-available instruments to verify 
manufacturers’ performance specifications or claims;  

Conducted at 5 or more (but typically all) Partner Sites. 

Technology VerificationsTechnology Verifications::

Technology DemonstrationsTechnology Demonstrations::

Typically conducted at 2-3 Partner Sites. 

Abilities and potentials of new technologies established by 
working with manufacturers and developers to field test the 
instruments in diverse environmental conditions; 
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Recent & Upcoming Technology EvaluationsRecent & Upcoming Technology Evaluations

Wet Labs Cycle P Nutrient Analyzer

Satlantic ISUS V3 Nitrate 
Analyzer

YSI 9600 Nitrate Analyzer

American Ecotech NUT 1000

Recent: Nutrient Analyzers (2007)
CC--T Sensors for T Sensors for InIn--Situ              Situ              
Salinity (2008)Salinity (2008)

pCOpCO2 2 Sensors for Ocean Sensors for Ocean 
Acidification (2009)Acidification (2009)

HAB Sensors (2009)HAB Sensors (2009)

Wave Height Instruments          Wave Height Instruments          
(tbd)(tbd)

Upcoming:
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Data & Information ClearinghouseData & Information Clearinghouse

http://www.acthttp://www.act--us.infous.info

Continuously updated

3 search criteria

Instrument description & 
technical specifications

Workshop & evaluation 
reports; CNUAs

Cost & manufacturer 
contact information
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Technology Discussion ForumTechnology Discussion Forum
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Field Guides & Training OpportunitiesField Guides & Training Opportunities

Training OpportunitiesTraining Opportunities::
Offered for DO and nutrient sensors  
Timed to coincide w/field verification trials  
Purpose: to gain hands-on experience using the 
sensors with manufacturers present

Field Guides (Best Practices Guides)Field Guides (Best Practices Guides)::

Planned for fluorometers, DO sensors, turbidity 
sensors, and nutrient sensors

Technology workshop working field guide


