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Deployment opportunities – charter vessel

NIWA (NZ) has offered R/V 
Kaharoa for float deployments 
anywhere in the South Pacific. 
The ship is small (28 m), but 
has deep-sea capabilities*, 30+ 
days endurance at 10 knot 
speed. NIWA cost-shares 15% 
of ship-time as international 
Argo partner. 

The vessel carries 4 crew members and a marine science 
technician. It has space for a 20’ sea container loaded with 
floats on the stern.
The first cruise took place in February – April  2004, 
Wellington – Valparaiso – Wellington. 
Final cruise under present contract presently underway.

* Operates under Lloyd’s Safe Ship Management System
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? Biogeochemical floats that measure T, S, and O2, as well
as chlorophyll and particulate carbon, plus NO3 and pH

? Acoustically-tracked profiling floats that can 
operate under seasonal ice; store profiles 
during winter and transmit during ice-free
seasons; incorporate ice avoidance algorithms





Gliders for the Edges of the Argo Array

Although slow moving, can 
maintain arrays in boundary 
currents and other localized 
features


