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Timeline of the Regional Class Vessel Replacement Process

1999
An advisory group set up by NSF’s Division of Geosciences, completes a report on the status of the academic fleet.

“The Federal agencies funding research in oceanography should prepare and maintain a long range plan for the modernization and 
composition of the oceanographic research fleet which reaches well into the 21st century.  This will avoid the high cost of obsolescent facilities 
and provide the Congress with a unified roadmap for the out-year allocations for vessels to support oceanographic research..”
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2001
Based on community input, FOFC and NOPP publish a plan to address the fleet renewal issues set forth in the Academic Research Fleet report.  
The need to address the replacement of the Regional Class Vessels is identified.

2002
Meeting held in Salt Lake City to create Regional Class Science Mission Requirements (SMR’s).

2003
After months of community input, Regional Class SMR’s are approved by UNOLS council.

2004
Conceptual designs and cost estimates (based on SMR’s) presented to UNOLS council by JJMA.



Areas of concern…..

Cost estimates are in 2003 dollars



Timeline of the Regional Class Vessel Replacement Process

1999
An advisory group set up by NSF’s Division of Geosciences, completes a report on the status of the academic fleet.

“The Federal agencies funding research in oceanography should prepare and maintain a long range plan for the modernization and 
composition of the oceanographic research fleet which reaches well into the 21st century.  This will avoid the high cost of obsolescent facilities 
and provide the Congress with a unified roadmap for the out-year allocations for vessels to support oceanographic research..”

2001
Based on community input, FOFC and NOPP publish a plan to address the fleet renewal issues set forth in the Academic Research Fleet report.  
The need to address the replacement of the Regional Class Vessels is identified.

2002
Meeting held in Salt Lake City to create Regional Class Science Mission Requirements (SMR’s).

2003
After months of community input, Regional Class SMR’s are approved by UNOLS council.

2004
Conceptual designs and cost estimates (based on SMR’s) presented to UNOLS council by JJMA.

2004
Re-prioritization of SMR’s required to better optimize ship designs and reduce proposed operating costs.



Timeline of the Regional Class Vessel Replacement Process

1999
An advisory group set up by NSF’s Division of Geosciences, completes a report on the status of the academic fleet.

2001
Based on community input, FOFC and NOPP publish a plan to address the fleet renewal issues set forth in the Academic Research Fleet report.  
The need to address the replacement of the Regional Class Vessels is identified.

2002
Meeting held in Salt Lake City to create Regional Class Science Mission Requirements (SMR’s).

2003
After months of community input, Regional Class SMR’s are approved by UNOLS council.

2004
Conceptual designs and cost estimates (based on SMR’s) presented to UNOLS council by JJMA.

2004
Re-prioritization of SMR’s required to better optimize ship designs and reduce proposed operating costs.

2004
UNOLS forms the Regional Class Advisory Committee to review the results of the SMR survey and formalize these results in a report to NSF.

2004
Community input requested in the form of a survey, results summarized by UNOLS.  JJMA presents revised design specifications.



Better……



2005
Regional Class performance specifications are developed, based on the SMR’s, and are the criteria that will be used by naval 
architects to develop their plans for the new vessels.

2005
NAVSEA is contracted by NSF to facilitate the RFP and proposal process and to oversee the building of the Regional Class 
vessels.

2005
NSF requests the formation of two groups: one to aid in the selection of the Regional Class Vessel design and a second to provide 
guidance in the resolution of academic, operational and technical concerns raised during the designing process.

2006 (est.)
A request for proposals (RFP) will likely go out to industry for the design and contract to build the next generation of Regional 
Class ships.

2006/7 (est.)
An RFP will be issued for the selection of an operating institut ion.
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