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FIC/Council Meeting - Discussion Areas

• Fleet Renewal – major focus area (details on next slide)

• Ocean Commission report

• Budget Shortfalls and implications on Ship 
Scheduling

• Marine Mammals and Acoustic Permitting Issues

• Frequency Spectrum Management Issues

• Shipboard Over-the-Side Handling Systems 
Ø Winch Inspections
Ø Load Handling System Symposium



Fleet Renewal – UNOLS Activities
• Regional Class - Engaged in Phase III study and acquisition 

process. Ensure community input

• Ocean Class - Actively participating in Phase II study

• Ongoing Design and Construction Efforts - Staying
engaged in ARRV, EWING replacement planning, and CHRV

• Long-Range Plan for Fleet Renewal - Providing FOFC 
with information to assist in the FOFC Plan update.

Ø Ocean Observatory Facility Needs – incorporate ship 
time estimates from UNOLS Working Group Report

Ø Update vessel retirement dates

Ø Update Fleet utilization trends





* Only new construction with funds identified have been included in the total.

UNOLS Fleet Utilization and Projections 
(2000 - 2020)
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Project

Est. 
Project 

Cost

Regional Class 
Phase III Study
Prepare RFPs

Select IPT Teams
 Select Operators

Ship 1 $25M Start FY06

Ship 2 $25M Start FY08

Ship 3 $25M Start FY10

ALVIN Replacement $20M

Ocean Class
Phase II Study 

ARRV $82M
FOFC Ship NE Atl $50-$70M

FOFC Ship NW Pac $50-$70M
* 2 FOFC ships in 2015 & 2016

Global Class
SMR Update

Mid-life Refit Dates
EWING Replacement $20M

2006 2007 2012 2013

Project Design and Construction (Next 10 years)

2008 2009 2010 20112004 2005



In Summary…
• The current Fleet includes 27 ships. In 2020 six of our 

current ships will still be in operation. Assuming that the 
new seismic vessel, ARRV, 3 NSF Regional vessels, and 
the CHRV are funded, six additional ships will be 
available for a total of 12 ships.

• With the addition of Ocean Observatory ship time 
(installation and O&M), demand is expected to increase 
~1000 days by 2020.

• The additional Observatory ship time represents over 40% 
of the current use of the Global Class:
– This is the most expensive day-rate category

– Observatory needs will compete with the major interdisciplinary 
research programs that rely on the Global Class Vessels

• Funds to support the estimated future increase in ship time 
have not been identified.



Summary - continued
• In 2020, a total of 21 NEW ships will be needed to 

meet estimated ship time demand (includes 
observatory ship time):
– 5 Global ships (includes Seismic)
– 5 Ocean Class ships (includes ARRV)
– 3.5 Regional Class >40m ships (includes the 3 ships to 

be funded by NSF)
– 7.5 Regional and Local Ships < 40m

• The ship time projections indicate catastrophic 
consequences if there are further delays in new 
vessel design and construction.



UNOLS Letter Response to 
Ocean Commission report

•Desperate situation with vessel infrastructure outlined in 
Chapter 27 of the Preliminary Report highlighted. 

•UNOLS strongly supports recommendation to Congress for 
modernization of critical infrastructure (Recommendation 
27-4) and urges placing Recommendation 27-4 near the top 
of the prioritization list.

•UNOLS endorses the recommendation to Congress to 
double the federal ocean and coastal research budget 
(Recommendation 25-1) and urges that 25-1 be placed at the 
top of the prioritization list for action by Congress.  



Questions ???



Global Ship Utilization and Projections
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Observatory Global Ship Time Demand
GLOBAL Use & Projected Use
Global Ship Days Available (FOY=300 days)

1 ship = 300 operating 
days

= existing ship

= new construction       
(Seismic* vessel)

= ship needed to             
meet demand

* Seismic ship demand is 
expected to increase, this will 
make less time available for 
general purpose oceanography 
for this vessel.
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Ocean/Intermediate Utilization and Projected Use
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Regional Class (<40m) - Utilization and 
Projections
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Regional Class >40m Utilization and 
Projections
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Local Class - Utilization and Projections
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