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SUMMARY REPORT QFV THE UNOLS ANNUAL MEETING
October 17, 1991 '
American Institute of Architects
1735 New York Avenue NW
Washington, D.C

GENERAL: Issues and items are reported. in the order in which they are addressed at the
September, 1990 UNOLS Annual Meeting. The published agenda is enclosed as Appendix I.
ATTENDANCE: A list of registered attendants has been c'ompiled' from forms submitted at the
meeting (Appendix II). ‘

DIRECTORIES: Information from the UNOLS Office which has been included: UNOLS
- Directory, UNOLS Fleet Ship Scheduling Contacts, UNOLS Fleet Marine Operations Contacts,
UNOLS Council/Comnmittees, UNOLS Advisory Council, UNOLS Executive Committee, and
Summary of UNOLS Fleet Operations, 1990 -- Operating Days and Sea Days (Appendices III -
X). ' :

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME: Garrett Brass, UNOLS Chair, called the meeting, welcomed
UNOLS member representatives and other attendees and presented the agenda. -

REPORT FROM UNOLS CHAIR AND COUNCIL: Garry Brass opened his report by noting that
. over the past year three successful UNOLS Council meetings in Miami, Seattle, and Washington

D.C. were held. During this period three vessels, MAURICE EWING, EDWIN LINK and
WEATHERBIRD 11, were brought into the UNOLS Fleet. o '

COMMITI‘EE REPORTS
FLEET IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE;

Marcus Langseth, Fleet Improvement Committee (FIC) Chair reported on the FIC activities over
the past year. Two meetings were held, one in April in New Orleans, and the other this month at
the Alton Jones Campus of the University of Rhode Island. :

Coastal Ocean Facilities: A subcommittee has been formed to address the facility needs of
coastal oceanography. The subcommittee includes D. Wright, Chair; P. Betzer, C. Nittrouer, T.
Malone, R. Dinsmore, C. Simonstad, J. Bash (ex-officio) and M. Langseth (ex-officio). To
determine the needs of coastal oceanography, the following actions have and will be taken:

(1) A questionnaire has been posted on. the telemail bulletin boards OCEAN and
COASTAL.NEWS to gather information from the coastal ocean community regarding their
facility needs (Appendix XI). )

(2) Town meetings will be scheduled for 11 November in San Francisco and on 10 December

~ at the fall San Francisco AGU conference to provide an open forum for discussion of
coastal facility needs. ‘



(3) ‘A meeting will be held with Coastal Ocean Processes (CoOP) to seek their input.
(4) Scientific Mission Requirements (SMR) will be developed for four regions and presented
as a strawman at the December AGU town meeting. The four regions are the Eastern

seaboard (Georgia to New England), the Gulf Region including the Florida coast, the West
Coast including Alaska and the Great Lakes.

The committee will report on the status of the projected needs for new ships or other coastal
facilities by Fall 1992.

Arctic Research Vessel: Thirty letters were received in response to the Arctic Vessel conceptual
design study. In view of these responses, follow-on actions for the FIC's Small Ice-Capable Ship
Subcommittee include: (1) Review and revise mission requirements for an arctic research vessel,
(2) Plan a fact-finding trip aboard the Russian vessel SOROKIN to gain first hand mformaUOn
-concerning the Thyssen/Waas hull, and (3) Prepare a preliminary design proposal for the arctic
research vessel. Unless unforeseen problems are discovered the THYSSEN/WAAS hull design,
which is considered an ice cutter, will be the preferred hull form. A video of the
THYSSEN/WAAS hull in operation was shown. :

Review of Laboratory Facilities and Accommodations on UNOLS Ships - Two studies will be
conducted, one will address laboratory conditions and the other will address accommodations.
The studies will be directed by Marcus Langseth and Teresa Chereskin respectively. The study on
laboratories will focus on fundamentals; such as, number of labs, types, size, utilities (power,
water, lighting), communications (intra-ship, ship-to-shore), flexibility (access, modularity) and
shared use equipment (computers and sounders). The study on accommodations will address
" berthing and heads, mess accommodations, amenities (lounges, exercise room) and special
features (network communications). Bob Dinsmore will be consulted. - The ships from the

UNOLS fleet will be compared to vessels of other research fleets. Some suggested vessels
mclude

INTERMEDIATE LARGE

UNOLS OCEANUS THOMAS G. THOMPSON
NOAA ' MILLER FREEMAN BALDRIDGE
NONTU.S. o SUROIT ' - METECRII
: ' . DARWIN
- HAKUKO MARU

SOONS Report A report was drafted by Robert Pinkel, Fred Spiess, Dick Pzttenger and
Marcus Langseth titled *Scientific Opportunities offered by Nuclear Submarines.” Garry Brass
sent letters to Dr. Allan Bromley from the Office of Science and Technology Policy and to the
Honorable H. Lawrence Garrett, III from the Office of the Secretary, Department of the Navy
expressing UNOLS support for efforts to encourage scientific research aboard a nuclear
submarine. A response was received from the Assistant Secretary to the Naw Gerald A. Canns,
stating that the submersible NR-1 was designated for this use.



AGOR 24/25 Recomimendations: Marcus Langseth sent a letter to ONR recommending
modifications based on feedback received from AGOR 23. The Navy has indicated that some
minor changes will be accommodated; however, major changes probably will not be possible.

OCEANUS Class Refit: Mid-life refits are scheduled for the three OCEANUS Class vessels,
ENDEAVOR, OCEANUS, and WECOMA. The estimated cost per refit is $2 million.
ENDEAVOR is scheduled to start her refit in October of 1992. All ships are scheduled to be
completed prior to 1994 when the new admeasurement rules go into effect.

FIC Membership: Bob Dinsmore's term expired. Marcus Langseth will forward names of
candidates to Garry Brass. for appointment. It was suggested that candidates from the University
of Hawaii should be considered since they have not been previously represented on the FIC.

RESEARCH VESSEL OPERATORS COMMITTEE:

- Bruce Cornwall, RVOC member, reported on the RVOC Annual Meeting held in September in
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada.

RYOC Old Business: :

RVOC Newsletter: The Committee agreed that the Vice Chairman should continue .to

- publish-at least two issues a year. R _

Federal Register Monitor: It was agreed that the clipping service provided by Ireland

Consulting to monitor the Federal Register is adequate and should be continued.

Small Boat Operations: It was decided that each institute will develop their own

qualification standards for small boat operations. - |
RVOC New Business: Under new business the following items were addressed: the 1991 Salary
Survey, RVOC's Safety Committee, Dennis Nixon's role as Risk Manager/Legal Advisor for -
UNOLS, and pier condition inspections. The "Research Vessel Cruise Assessment” form has been
modified and a new assessment form has been developed titled, "Captain's Post Cruise Report”.
Both forms are included in Appendix XII. ‘

RVOC Invited Speakers: Three speakers were invited to give presentations at the RVOC
meeting. Joe Hersey, USCG, presented an overview of the Global Maritime Distress System .
(GMDSS). Sam Applegarth, ABS Technical Services, provided a report on the history and
development of the NSF ship inspection program as it exists today. A presentation was made by
Rich Finley, University of Miami, on science information systems, data gathering, and -Serial
ASCII Integrated Loop (SAIL). '

Safety Seminar and Workshop: A safety seminaf and workshop was held to review, discuss and

make decisions concerning the UNOLS Research Vessel Safety Standards (RVSS), hazardous

materials, waste and pollution control, and other issues.






