
OC 652

Week 1 Lecture 2
Understanding the US Oceanographic 

Fleet and how to use it



Today’s topics

• UNOLS
• UNOLS vessels and other facilities
• Ship time requests and the scheduling 

process
• Projections for the future

The materials presented in this lecture are from a draft UNOLS Fleet 
Improvement Plan and should not be distributed without permission of the 
UNOLS Office.



Getting to sea
• In spite of the increasing use of 

sensor platforms such as 
LOBO most chemical 
oceanography begins at sea.

• Avenues to vessel use in the 
US: UNOLS; through an 
institution operating a non- 
UNOLS vessel (e.g., Elakha); 
NOAA (mostly for NOAA 
scientists); US Coast Guard 
Ice Breakers; private charter.

• UNOLS vessels are supported 
with federal funds, but they 
must meet specific safety, 
operations and reporting 
requirements.



Visit : http://www.unols.org/



Other UNOLS Facilities





23 ships

Various 
sizes and 
capabilities



What else comes with a UNOLS vessel

• Ship’s equipment- cranes, winches, wires, 
navigation, communications

• Lab space, berths, meals
• Shared use equipment (on request)– vans, 

CTD/rosette, Niskin bottles, corers, 
freezers, salinometer, etc

• Marine technician(s)



The fleet changes: old vessels are 
retired, new vessels built



The process of getting time on a UNOLS 
vessel usually takes ~2 years



Scheduling goals are to get funded 
science to sea, minimize cost

Federal support for ship time is much less than demand



A Ship time Request
• On line system - usually submitted at time of 

proposal submission
• Data inputs include - PI Name and Institution, 

Proposal Title and Agency,
Number of days needed (transit and on station), 
kinds of operation, vessel size (class), areas of 
operation, ports, special equipment, size of 
scientific party

Detailed cruise plans are submitted to the operator 
after scheduling.



Requests do cover the globe



And now the bad news…



Unless there is a change in current funding and 
cost trends, getting to sea in the future will be 

more difficult


	OC 652
	Today’s topics
	Getting to sea
	Slide Number 4
	Other UNOLS Facilities
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	What else comes with a UNOLS vessel
	The fleet changes: old vessels are retired, new vessels built
	The process of getting time on a UNOLS vessel usually takes ~2 years
	Scheduling goals are to get funded science to sea, minimize cost
	A Ship time Request
	Requests do cover the globe
	And now the bad news…
	Unless there is a change in current funding and cost trends, getting to sea in the future will be more difficult

