KILO MOANA Post Cruise Debrief Questions

Cruise Dates: 
_______________________________________

Chief Scientist or PI:  ______________________________________

FIC Interviewer:  __________________________________________

The RV KILO MOANA is the first SWATH vessel in the UNOLS fleet.  The unique characteristics of this vessel make at-sea operations different than normally done on a standard monohull vessel.  As well, the design of a SWATH vessel puts constrains on the layout and operation of the vessel.  This questionnaire is to evaluate the use of a SWATH vessel for oceanographic research and aid in any decision process of constructing
future SWATH vessels and improvements to this platform.

There are numerous scientific operations conducted during a research cruise.  For the operations listed below, please describe:

1. The sea-state in which the operation was conducted, 

2. The method used,

3. Whether this method was done in a safer and more efficient way than would have been done on a monohull vessel,

4. Ways to improve the method used,

5. Whether the sea-keeping characteristics of the ship made it easier or more difficult to conduct the scientific operation,

6. Whether the layout of the deck and lab space made it easier or more difficult to conduct the scientific operation.


Please describe all of the different scientific operations conducted during the cruise.  Examples are CTD casts, water sampling, coring (both piston and box), mooring deployment and recovery, towing of scientific packages (nets, CTD, ADCP, etc) and acoustic systems (ADCP, multibeam).

A. What were the most positive aspects of your research cruise on the R/V KILO MOANA with a SWATH hull form compared to your previous experience on a monohull?

B. What were the most negative aspects of your research cruise on the R/V KILO MOANA with a SWATH hull form compared to your previous experience on a monohull?

C. Did you have difficulty loading/unloading the scientific gear from the ship?

D. Were the labs adequate (location, size, accessibility) for you?

E. Were the underway systems (thermosalinoograph, running seawater) working adequately?

F. Were communications with the bridge, winch and crane operators easy to conduct?

G. Were the accommodations adequate (e.g., size, location, accessibility)?

H. Was the computer network system adequate?

· Ease of hook-up

· Initial start-up

· Adequate access points across various labs, meeting rooms, staterooms and other areas.

I.  What is the habitability of the lounge, staterooms, mess deck, and fitness room?

J. Are there any noise and vibration feedback concerns?

K. Were there ship vibrations or other motions that made it difficult to work and live on the ship?

L. At any time, did you feel the ship was not sea-worthy at certain sea states?  Were there times when you felt that you rather be on a monohull ship?  A SWATH ship?

M. Were deck crane and winch operations safe and efficient? Did it take more personnel to perform the operation that you expected?

N. Were there any weight distributions problems with heavy science payload such as vans? 

O. Was dynamic positioning used? And was it useful?

P. Were the multibeam or acoustic Doppler systems working properly under all conditions?

Q. Were any heavy gear deployments undertaken such as moorings or sediment sampling?

R. Were there any pre-cruise planning measures and shore facility communications that were necessary and unique to the SWATH operations?

S. What advice would you give a colleague that was going to sail on a SWATH vessel such as the R/V KILO MOANA?

T. Any additional comments?

