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SOI Strategic Framework

Interactive Website

ONE OCEAN. SEVEN CONTINENTS.
SEVEN TOPICS. ONE DECADE.

https://strategicframework.schmidtocean.org/


The Seven Science Topics

EXPLORING
 THE DEEP

TECHNOLOGIES  
FOR THE FUTURE

POWER 
OF NATURE

THE HUMAN
EFFECT

MAPPING
THE SEAFLOOR

FRONTIERS OF 
BIODIVERSITY

STABILITY OF 
OCEAN HEALTH



Area of Operations



Collaborate With SOI

Proposal Submission

● Expression of Interest
○ Broad research plan 2     

pages / 5 minute video 
● Full Proposal

○ Detailed plans on all aspects 
of the project plan, 30+ 
pages / 15+ minute video

Our Partner Opportunity

● Collaborate through an SOI 
partner

○ National Geographic 
Society

○ Marine Technology Society
○ Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers

Berth of Opportunity

● Experts who could benefit from 
participation in at-sea science

● Berths may be identified by SOI 
as opportunities for engagement 



Tips for a Successful Proposal

● Programmatic
○ Alignment with the SOI Strategic Framework
○ Partnerships, collaborations, co-principal investigators included in your proposal 

■ Engaging the local region in your research 
○ Sharing the work conducted by you and/or your team
○ Plan for the data collected (sharing, accessibility,  publicly availability)

● Logistical
○ Tentative cruise plan, route and duration
○ R/V Falkor (too) research facility and instrument availability
○ How will diplomatic permit authorization be achieved? 

● Funding
○ Additional equipment to be used and where/how will it be obtained?
○ SOI does not offer support for the land-based scientific activities or for the scientist’s 

salaries, travel, or shipping. How will these costs be funded?



A World of Funding



National Geographic Explorers - Call Open Through April 12

NGS Ocean Portfolio POCs:

Lauren Mahle lmahle@ngs.org 

Julia Luthringer jluthringer@ngs.org

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/society/gr
ants-and-investments/

mailto:lmahle@ngs.org


R/V Falkor (too) - Aft Deck



Area of Operations



R/V Falkor (too) - Dirty Wet Lab



R/V Falkor (too) - Mission Control Room Panographic



R/V Falkor (too) - Computer Electronics Lab



R/V Falkor (too) - Main Lab



R/V Falkor (too) - Seawater Lab



FALKOR (too) 
REFIT 


