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CIRPAS Twin Otter flying at 30m AMSL in close proximity of R/P FLIP during the HIRES2010 experiment
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Membership

Current Membership:

David Fisichella – Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)
Luc Lenain – Scripps Institution of Oceanography (SIO) 
Hanumant Singh – Northeastern University (NEU)
Mike Starek – Texas A&M University (TAMU)
Chris Zappa – Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory (LDEO)
Britton Stephens – National Center for Atmospheric Research, NCAR 
(new member)

Steve Hartz – University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) (RVTEC Rep, ex-officio)
Haflidi Jonsson – NPS (ex-officio) retired October 2020, replacement TBN
Roy Woods – NPS (ex officio)

Goal: Keep a balance between unmanned and piloted aircraft research expertise
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SCOAR meeting September 12-13 2019, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA & Burlington UAS Laboratory

Selection of presentations available on the SCOAR website:
https://www.unols.org/committee/scientific-committee-
oceanographic-aircraft-research-scoar
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Meeting overview and committee objectives for this coming year

• Federal agency reports (USCG, NOAA UAS and Aircraft programs, NASA, NPS, 
NSF and ICCAGRA)

• Science presentations from various research institutions
• NPS Twin Otter update
• Annex VIII to the UNOLS Charter review (now completed)
• Burlington UAS Laboratory visit

• Now that the Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) Operations from the Academic 
Research Fleet Operator’s Handbook is completed, how do we advertise this 
capability to the broader research community, and make it standard on all 
research vessels?

• Ocean Sciences 2020 Town Hall meeting (accepted)
• Update UNOLS SCOAR website to provide aircraft information 

(manned and unmanned) along with science POCs
• Create a roadmap for making UASs a standard part of the US ARF 

(likely joined effort between SCOAR & RVTEC)
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Ocean Sciences 2020: “SCOAR” Town Hall
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SCOAR meeting September 12-13 2019, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA & Burlington UAS Laboratory

Opportunity to develop stronger ties between UNOLS & NCAR through Brit 
Stephens (NCAR), new member of the committee
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SCOAR meeting September 12-13 2019, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA & Burlington UAS Laboratory
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SCOAR meeting September 12-13 2019, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA & Burlington UAS Laboratory

Hanu Singh (NE)
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SCOAR meeting September 12-13 2019, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA & Burlington UAS Laboratory

Of obvious relevance to ARF as it directly applies 
to ship operations Hanu Singh (NE)
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Thank you!


